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‘Current ALPA Contract Negotiating Cycle Nears 


| Hdgrs. Swelters, 
But Carries On 


| Midsummer’s near- tropical 
| heat wave—three of them, as a 
|matter of fact—which turned 
| the Chicago area into a virtual 
| blast furnace and sent the ther- 
| mometer soaring like an updraft 
|over a mountainside until it hit 
|a sweltering one hundred de- 
| grees, was no deterrent to Head- 
|quarters whose _ productivity 
»|chart, like the mercury, re- 








» [LATE NEWS 


i 
Introduced | 
Recently introduced into the| 
yuse by Hugh A. Meade (R..,| 
Md.) was H. R. 3994, which pro- || 
ies an amendment to the Civil | 
eronautics Act requiring the| 
insurance, registration, and in-| | 
ruction in the use of safety de-| —_ 
es of passengers transported | ot 
air carriers in interstate air | 
ansportation. 
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WHERE’S OUR ACES? 
HERE’S THE ANSWER 


Here’s one answer to the oft- 
asked question, in which the 
so-called Military Pilots Associa- 
tion was one of the leading 
questioners, as to whether the 
air lines have been giving the 
military pilots an even break. 

Many of those who wanted to 
fly and could make the grade 
have been absorbed by the air 
lines in the two years since V-J 
Day. On United Air Lines at 
least, more than 50 per cent of 
its Mainliner captains and first 
officers saw service in World 


Of the 1,115 pilots on Unit- 
ed’s roster, approximately 500 
are veterans who have been em- 
ployed since August of 1945. 















































One hundred others were with 
the company before the war 
and were on military leave with 
various branches of the armed 














Air Safety Inquiry 
| Touches All Fields 


Air safety, perenially the topic 
| of much discussion, publicity and 











with a candor and objectivity 
that is making even the polit- 


Airlines, | notice of what is happening. 
As the result of degeneration 


consideration, the 


| with revealing frankness, Presi- 


| chanical or slight human failure 


ALPA Representatives 


Many of the recommendations 
submitted in the several interim 
reports submitted thus far by 











(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 





',.|mained at a high level during|| War I. 
a ,,;| late July and early August. 
Extension . a 
Another of the long series of | ® e t 
extensions of the deadline for | j the year, the accent of Head-| 
compliance of DC-3 and other 
|} old type airplanes with provi- | 
sions of the Civil Aeronautics - 
Board transport may regu- INVEST IN AMERICA sania 
lations is in prospect with a pro- 7 | 
posal pending before the CAB * Buy * 
— to extend this deadline, now | 
being |) scheduled to expire in 1948, until | U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 
pub- 1951. The previous deadline was 
| the ff 1947. 
cm “W} th D i177? quarters’ activity was still on| theorizing, but seldom the object 
vat the eu. | the completion of those agree-|0f action, is today being viewed 
LESI Just about everyone was seeing Vi ments which remained unsigned | 
Ss: them—those flying saucers, floating 2 apne nate —e as direct negotiation conferences it ‘ y eN 
f air disks, men from Mars, and what “eet ins “aameee | were held with Pan American| ically astigmatic sit up and take 
, and have you— but few people had a/ @hy. a ~ : : —_ or Airways, Northwest 
f our ringside seat to the short-lived | @ % ae ‘. - ‘ : ty ; i ¢ a Mid-Continent Airlines, United | 
who ff 2ctional pastime of now - yor at of | at oes yet Gb RIES the | Air Lines, and Delta Air Lines,|°f our air safety program to a 
nae 5 Oe ee? ee oS —_ bins , ' and mediation conferences with| point where it merited drastic 
rling —— a ns oe 9 Lik il ae eo American Overseas Airlines. _| Presidential 
a a te) DEATH’S SENTRY Fite « * ee an aiz| One of the high lights of the| Political “hot potato” of air 
liner which crashed at Leesburg, Va., stands in silhouette atop a moun- month was the addition of Em | Safety became an issue which 
> the tain casting the shadows of a tragic sunset where 50 hum perished. | pire Airlines to the ALPA fold) couldn t be sidestepped. 7 Now, 
nceiv- Far below can be seen the valley from which rescue workers had to | —the first feeder air line to have | within two months after its in- 
ast to make their way up a rugged mountainside to reach the wreckage.|a pilots’ employment agreement | ception and with the results of 
* per- || The same trail was followed by ALPA’s crash representatives who took| with the Air Line Pilots Asso-|its exhaustive study unfolding 
, and a half day to reach the site, traveling partly by jeep and the remainder ciation. 
aders =< of the long, weary way by foot. The tail assembly is all that remains of A working agreement was) dent Truman’s Special Board of 
1p to : ~ rear section of the plane, but from debris like this the CAB drew a reached with Empire on July 31| Inquiry into Air Safety, is bring- 
asty hypothesis of “pilot error.” Such hasty and often inaccurate . ling about the realization that air 
pro- opinions will continue to characterize our air accident investigation until after a series of conferences held | NE : : 
> war, . || the voice of the air line pilots is heeded and the non-political, unbiased | 10 the Headquarters city of the| safety is something that goes 
2 step independent Air Safety Board revived by legislative action. For an|company, Boise, Idaho, on July | far deeper than some mere me- 
2 very industry to disregard the recommendations of the men who perform the | 27, 28, 29, and 30. 
those work is inviting trouble, and in air line transportation such invitation, Although this was the first| at the moment of a crash. 
anded it appears, has been extended and accepted. pilots’ agreement with the com- 
Those . * pany, it embodied many high-| 
have Climax AA Ardmore Grievances ight’ teatures,’ among them be-| 
cation ee = ing the use of 160 m.p.h. speed | 
— American Airlines’ sunbaked | Pilots Association, the first men| (Continued on Page 3, Col. 2)! 
viable experiment in pilot harassment) were sent to Ardmore by com- | 
 gafe- —their now notorious “Ard-|pany orders to inaugurate the 
ty, as more Sc reening Program’’— | program. 
to go reached an anti-climax in late| What the exact purpose of the 
yroved July and early August at the| program was has never been 
which final American Airlines Pilots | definitely divulged by the com- 
et few System Board of Adjustment| pany, but dressed up under the 
hearings in a series of individ-| chemical-sounding name of C-2 
reater ual and group grievances grow-|it has been variously identified 
in ing out of the injustices of the| by company witnesses through- 
un has Ardmore program. out the hearings under an as- 
> anv Four individual and two|sortment of names ranging from 
-. group grievances held in Mem-| “Screening Program” to “Re- 
yl. 1) phis, Tenn., on July 29, 30, and| check Program.” 











| phenomena was none still seem 
| to know, but while every one else 
' was becoming sstiff-necked looking 

at them from the ground, Captain 

Smith soared to national fame by 
| catching an aerial glimpse of them 
| from several thousand feet while on 








§ his regular air line run for United 









§ Air Lines. For anyone who doubted 
that there were such things, Captain 
» Smith had his copilot and steward- 









ess to back him up that they were 
tight there floating along the horizon 

















» at an out-of-this-world speed. One 
thing was certain: whatever they 
were, they sure got around. While 
Captain Smith was sighting them 
near Boise, Idaho, hundreds of other 
People were spotting them all over 
the world and rushing hurriedly to 
Phones to report their finds. In the 
accompanying photo, Captain Smith 
demonstrates his amazement as he 
Spotted the much-discussed myste- 
Tous disks sailing through the air 
with the greatest of ease. 


31, and August 4, capped a total 
of ten grievance cases brought 
about by the Ardmore Program 
which has proved to be little" 
more than stepbrother in nefari- 
ous purpose to such previously 
ill-willed ventures as the so- 
called Stanine and psychological 
tests on other air lines. 

While up-grading and transi- 
tion training schools have been 
accepted as part of the air line 
training picture, American Air- 
lines alone has pioneered the op- 
eration of a program devoted ex- 
clusively to downgrading and in 
which a man has no progressive 
alternative but can only stand 
still or go down, the latter at 
Ardmore meaning “out”. 

The history of the Ardmore 
Screening grievance cases dates 
back to March 15, when, over 


Of the first six men sent to 
Ardmore, yanked from their air 
line flying jobs of from three to 
‘five years duration, four were 
lopped from the American Air- 
lines payroll under the weakest 
of pretexts and the flimsiest of 
excuses. 

All together, a total of eight 
of the 48 men singled out to 
take the Ardmore Program felt 
the wrath of the Ardmore check 
pilots’ whims, a final total of 25 
per cent—a comedown from the 
66 per cent failures at the off- 
set, but still a figure that con- 
demns a program that purports 


check. A significant factor be- 


is that all of the men involved, 
five copilots and three captains, 











the protestations of the Air Line 





(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) 


to be similar to a CAA ATR 


lying the latter company claim 





OBJECTIVE x AFET A razor edge awareness of 
the magnitude of the air 
safety problem has been shown by CAB Chairman James M. Landis. 
shown here in a recent press conference in Washington, in his post as 
chairman of the President's Special Board of Inquiry into Air Safety. 
Despite finding himself in an admittedly difficult position as chairman of 
both the CAB and the Special Air Safety Board, Mr. Landis has exhibited 
an open-mindedness, diligence. impartiality, and objectiveness that is 
unusual for political Washington. ALPA’‘s representatives who have 
worked closely with him on the Board of Inquiry have been im 
with his ability to “have a quick grasp of the practical side of problems 
and to appreciate all sides of the air safety problem. including the prob- 
lems of the air line pilots.” 
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HOME TO ROOST 


EDWARD BULWER LYTTON, sometime in the middle nineteenth 
century wrote: ; 

“Curse away! and let me tell thee, Beauseant, a wise proverb 
The Arabs have,—‘Curses are like young chickens, 
And still come home to roost.’” 

The air safety recommendations that the air line pilots made through 
the years can well be likened to the old Arab proverb: ‘Curses are like 
young chickens; they still come home to roost.” . é 

A good half of ALPA’s time and energy has been expended with air 
safety matters. Through the years several hundred air safety recom- 
mendations have been made by the air line pilots. These are typical: 
Retain a definite stall speed limitation in the Civil Aeronautics Reg- 
ulation to effectively provide a safe and uniform margin of safety in 
engineering and building of air line aircraft. Hold down the landing 
speed. It is the only definite fix to gear together effectively field runway 
lengths, equipment and safety. ; 

The Air Transport Association, backed by the air carriers and the 
manufacturers and their millions, forced the air line pilots’ recom- 
mendations to be cast aside and disregarded. But today it is different— 
the chickens are coming home to roost. 

In a statement before the President’s Special Board of Inquiry on 
Air Safety on July 11, 1947, Jerome E. Wood, first vice-president of the 
Air Line Pilots Association, said: 

“Instead of changing the AIRPLANE design to meet the regulation which had been 
agreed upon for safe air line operation, the hue and cry immediately became ‘CHANGE 
THE REGULATION TO FIT THE AIRPLANE.’ 

“In a letter dated December 31, 1940, to the Air Line Pilots Association from Mr. Ed 
Warner of the Civil Aeronautics Board, discussing regulations, Mr. Warner states: 

“"T think everyone will agree with you that it would be very undesirable if regulations 
were made to fit aircraft, rather than the reverse.’ 

“Yet when the war weary equipment returned in 1945 and could not meet the require- 

ments for air line operation, the procedure which Mr. Warner stated would be ‘very un- 
desirable, is EXACTLY the action that was taken and with the full sanction and approval 
of Mr. Warner. 
“THE REGULATION WAS CHANGED TO FIT THE AIRPLANE. The doors were 
thrown open. The stall speed limitation was removed completely and although there were 
supposedly checks and balances in the requirements which the engineers said gave the nec- 
essary safety factor, the pilots nevertheless noted with foreboding that the stall panes and 
landing speeds were way above the limitation which they, in full realization of their grave 
responsibilities, had protested as being too high. ; 

“In the ee of 1945, a proposal was received by the Air Line Pilots Association for 
comments and suggestions which alerted the pilots to the grave realization that complete 
elimination of a stall speed requirement was under way. 

“The pilots and the ALPA Engineering Department protested vigorously. 
castigated roundly by engineers and other experts as obstructionists. Brilliantly worded 
newspaper and magazine articles accused us of blindly overlooking the airport expansion 
program, which would provide enough runways of adequate length, and the landing aids 
program which was to provide us with lights and facilities for straight-in approaches from 
more than one direction. 

“The net result of this campaign was that, in spite of our 
the high landing speeds and high stalling 5 
DO-NOT HAVE THE IMPROVED RUN 
PROMISED. : : . 

“We were accused at that time of stifling rapid progress and of having no vision. We 
regret to say that practically the only rapid progress we noted, since we were overruled, 
has been the exceedingly rapid of ow of our airplanes through the fences, ditches and 

















We were 


ght for air safety, we got 
eeds AT THAT TIME, but TODAY we still 
AYS OR THE LANDING AIDS WE WERE 


localizer shacks at the boundaries of our inadequate airports. Our vision has also dimmed 
somewhat, peering for poorly lighted fields with i 
approach facilities. 

“One more quote from an ALPA letter of August 2, 1945, to Mr. Dycer: 

“*The peacetime public is terrifically conscious of the fact that human life is very preci- 
ous and once lost is lost forever. All who are making grand speeches and gazing starry-eyed 
and too intently in the crystal ball of tomorrow’s air transportation development, failing to 
understand and realize what air safety really means, will soon, and in Rey sooner than 
they expect, be judged by a highly critical public for their actions and the judgment 
rendered will not be lenient, particularly in regard to the safety factor in postwar air line 
transportation development which must depend upon the patronage of John Q. Public to 
exist and go forward.’ Ea 

‘We allt quoted these predictions from the past merely to be able to say ‘we told 
ou so.’ Rather, we feel that it will be of benefit to the Board to have an accurate, if 

rief, background knowledge of what the pilot’s position has been throughout these develop- 
ments up to the present time, so that perhaps a comparative evaluation of many of our 
practical recommendations, as determined by experience in the past, can be made.’ 

Long ago, the air line pilots recommended favorably the flexible cell 
type fuel tank and recommended against the integral type tank. An- 
other air line pilots’ safety recommendation callously disregarded by 
the manufacturing companies, the CAA and the air lines. And at what 
price? More millions wasted and many lives lost in flaming crashes. 

Now we come to the matter of runway pattern planning for flying 
fields. The air line pilots say it should be a parallel runway plan. The 
air line companies, again backed by millions and kiwi self-appointed 
aviation experts, recommend the dangerous tangential so-called pinwheel 
cross traffic runway pattern which limits and confuses runways to an 
extent causing them to be outmoded before they are built. 

Yes, the young chickens have become big black, ugly cawing crows 
and one by one they are coming home to roost and at what price— 
terrible crashes, appalling loss of life, millions heaped upon more mil- 
lions of dollars flitted away for fields outmoded before completed and 
equipment heavily rigged with Rube Goldberg gadgets in a desperate 
effort to bridge the gap of yesterday’s mistakes. 

It’s a mad fiasco that etches deeply the question in tomorrow’s air 
line aviation—‘Where will it all end?” The air line pilots know. The 
air line carriers and the CAA experts are beginning to realize, too—but 
slightly late—they have taken the wrong fork of the road. The air line 


inadequate or incomplete instrument 

















‘They'd Better Be Electricians’ 








anew. If you try to pin anyone 
down as to whether he is going 
to take the fatal step, he would 
most likely get a faraway look 
in his eye and say that it all de- 
pends. On what, I haven’t been 
able to find out. Some of the 
copilots, not being complete mas- 
ters of their fate, have already 
Miami is a _ correspondent’s| moved. Among these are Charles 
dream, due to the wealth of| Calderwood, Paul Nelson and 
rumors that is constantly circu-| Johnny Ore. Johnny’s transfer 
lating. A person can sit in the} left me without a fishing com- 
pilots’ room and hear enough to; panion in Jacksonville, but he 
write a book, but of course some | will probably find that they bite 
of it is not for publication. | much better in Miami—fish, that 
Among the hotter stories is| is! 

that Chief Pilot Joe Bailey and Wally Fordyce seems to en- 
Captain “Skeeter” Royall left|joy his check pilot job very 
for California and brought back} much. All the check pilots are 
our first DC-6. It’s going to be| pretty busy these days checking 
mighty hard to beat United’s| the captains out on ILS at West 
inaugural flight time of six|Palm Beach. The general 
hours and forty some minutes, | opinion is the beam gets narrow 
coast-to-coast, but we'll all be| down close to the ground. 

watching their progress from | 


3 | Rumors Are Flying 
West to East. The arrival of the | Belated congrats go to Jack 


lane will cause some schedule s ; 
ena on both the Miami and | Isbill on the birth of a baby girl 
Jacksonville bases. Yours truly | Six, months ago. Ed Ferguson 
might even be able to get in a| 22d Emerson Snyder are expect- 
few minutes of nighttime next |2%t fathers. This back fence 
month. Ed Horton and Bill|8°Ssip came from Pat Brady, 
Bruen, and possibly Bruce Wil- the very efficient lass who runs 
son, will go on DC-4s as co-| the schedule, and consequently 
pilots, in order to qualify. The | the pilots’ lives, in Miami. Pat 
“six” will, of course, be flown by | iS getting married this summer 
the real old “graybeards” in and will leave a vacancy very 
Miami, probably Springer, Whit- hard to fill. 
aker, Taaffe, and Lander. From| Im Jacksonville at the last 
advance poop we can get, they | Pilots’ meeting, Palmer Holmes, 
had better be master electricians | Who incidentally is now the mas- 
as well as pilots. ter chairman of both councils on 
National, appointed Earl 
It All Depends “Groucho” Marx, Dean (Lover 
The annual rumblings con-| Boy) Cooper, and E. S. (Silent) 
cerning Jacksonville pilots trans- | Smith to the scheduling commit- 
ferring to Miami have started /| tee. 


By JERRY R. KEPNER 
Council No. 8, National 
Miami, Florida 


This month’s column will be 
devoted to our brother pilots in 
Miami is a correspondent’s dream, 
for publicity, it seems. Actually, 
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—Chicago Sun Photo 
P AR ADOX One of the most often overlooked hazards to 
air navigation and safety is the industrial pall 
called “smog” that hangs over our great cities to blanket them in a 
shroud of man-made fog. It is paradoxical that while man experi- 
ments with elimination of fog by means of fire, such as the FIDO 
(Fog, Intensive, Dispersal of). research at Arcata, Calif., elsewhere 
great factory fires belching smoke, such as this plant of the Common- 
wealth Edison Company in Chicago, creates visibility over cities that 
sometimes nears zero. The very real hazard caused by this is well 
known to every air line pilot flying over large cities. Many cities, Chi- 
cago among them, have anti-smoke ordinances which are only halfway 
enforced; others have no ordinances at all. The pilots’ lot will be a 
much happier one when all municipalities take stringent steps to elimi- 
nate these “Smokey Joes,” which are not only a nuisance to the city 
and its residents, but a very real hazard to air safety. 








pilots know the answer and have been shouting it from the house tops for 
years. Can it be the air carriers too are finally beginning to realize 
that unless the independent Air Safety Board is re-established by legis- 
lation, there can be little optimism in a picture that is so heavily framed 





with inescapable pessimism? 
—David L. Behncke. 








In Constant Memoriam 


“To fly West my friend, is a flight we 
all must take for a final check.” 


Active Duty Air Corps 
Allen, K. N.—AA; Beadies, Eugene C.— 
UAL; Berger, H. A.—UAL; B . 8. 
—EAL; Campbell, M. H.—TWA; Canton, 
C. E.—EAL; Charleton, H. T.—AA: Dar- 
by, James E.—C&SAL; Davis, Wm. E.— 
Continental; Doxey, W. S.—PAA; \ 
Albert B.—EAL; Folkers, Harold J.— 
Braniff; Greenlee, Robert L.—UAL; Hern- 
don, Thomas— UAL; Jackson, Walter— 
TWA: McDowell, H. C. UAL; Mitchell, 
Hewitt, F.—Colonial; Mostoller, Charles— 
EAL: Nagel, John—MCA; Nelson, Frank- 
in S.—WAL; Peterson, Warren—TWA; 
Roth, Paul F.—EAL; Shafer, George H.— 
he Skelly, H. J.—AA; Trewek, J. M. 





Active Duty Naval Reserve 
Jones, John Paul—EAL; Knudson, Max— 
TWA; Nelson, Robert G.—NEA: Roscoe, 
Thomas M.—EAL; Sparboe, Jerome H.— 
NW; Williams, Roy W.—EAL. 

Active Duty Marine Corps 
Kimball, Walter F.—TWA 

Active 
Adams, John B.—UAL; Amthor, W. E.— 
TWA; Anderson, UAL: “And 


“Bamberger; T. L.—TWA; Banegas, An- 
tonio—TACA; Barrett, Joseph C., Jr.— 
PAA; Barron, John M,, Jr.—AA: Bates, 
Clarence F.—NW: Bethel, A. T.—TWA: 
Beindorf, C. R.—UAL; Bickford, L. A.— 
Panagra; Bigelow, Ed.—UAL: Bliven, L. 
—N ; Blom, Edwin W.—UAL: Bo- 
- L.—WAE; Bohnet, Frederick L. 
—TWA; Bolton, Harvey F.—TWA 
rager, C. M.—UAL; Borchers, 
AA; Bowen, J. E. WA; Bowen, 
Lewis L.—BA; Brandon, James L.—UAL: 
“Brand, W. J.—AA:; Briggs, Francis W. 
—AA; Briggs, W. P.—UAL: *Brigman. 
R. M.— AA; Broghton, D. —£.— UAL: 


U 
—NEA; Brown, W —FP k 
Paul S. — PAA; Bucher, C. L yy 
“Bucklin, Fred—PCA; *Builis, R. L.— 


PAA; Burks, J. A.— . 
Caneta, James J.—EAL; Carpenter, Bayard 


A.- ; Carson, S. A.—PCA; Chamber- 
lain, Cassius B.—NW; Christian, |. J., 
ir.—NWA; Clark, F. N.— Continental: 


. R. C.—C&S; Cohn, Hanley G.— 
WAS: Cole, D. C.—UAL; Coney, W. E.— 
EAL; Cooper, D. 1.—AA; Cope, Alonzo— 
Marine Airways; *Cox, Floyd—Ludington: 
Creekmore, R. N.—PCA. 
Dace, Frank E.—WAL;: 


. ; Dally, Benjamin 
H.— TWA; Davis, Alfred W.— UAL: 
Davis, Douglas—EAL; DeCesare, Frank— 
Panagra; e esaro, J. _ 
Diltz, H. C.—TWA:; Dietz, Stuart G.— 
EAL; Dietze, R. H.—AA; Dixon, Andrew, 
jr.—DAL; Dryer, Dale F.—AA: Dunn 
. M.—-Panagra; Dyjak. R. J.—NWA. 
Eitner, -—AA; Elder, McLemore— 
ee: R. M. — PAA; *Enger, G. E. 


Fey, Howard — UAL; Fidroeff, W. M.— 
WAL; Fields, Glenn T.—AA: Fife, M. L. 
—AA; *Fisher, John F.—NW ; Fortner, W. 
F.—EAL; Fuller, Ray. E.—AA. 
Gambee, H. T.—TWA; Gay, R. A.—AA: 
Gardner, Gordon W. Panagra: Gentry, J. 
-—PAA; George, Hal—TWA; *Gili, D. 
N. — TWA; Gillette, Morgan, A.\—TWA: 
Golden, Glenn—AA; Gower, Vernon |.— 
DAL; Grover, R. Boyd—UAL. 
Hald, Arthur A.— NW; Hale, S. H. — 
EAL; Hallgren, W. A.—AA; 
R.—NEA; 
H.— PAA; H 


A; Holsenbeck, W. M. — 
. E.—TWA; Howell, P. 
WA; Hunt, E.—AA; 
R. — TWA; inman, . B. A 
land, Baxter L.—Ccntinental; Jackson, W. 
— TWA; Jameiller, L; 
Jamieson, W. L.—EAL; 
PCA; Jones, H. 
Jones, W. H. . 
Kelley, R. - Jr.— EAL; 
» H. J. — AA; Kincanon, T. N.— 
AA; King, G. B.—PAA; Ki 


Loeffler, E. J.—WAL 


more, ° H 
Lucas, Verne—Lunding- 


oe—' . 
Lucas, AI—WAS; 
ton; Lynn John B. \e 
McAfee, William—PAA; McCauley, J. R. 
—AA; McCoy, R. S.—PAA; McKerinan, 
P. S.—- TWA; McLaughlin, J. 
McMickle, Harold— 


J. — AA; 


—AA; Mallick, Forrest E.—UAL; Mamer, 
ick B.—NW; Marshal, Gerald V.—AA; 
Merrifield, Austin S.—UAL; Martin, Kari 
—NWA; Miller, B. D.— AA; Miller, 

- J.— WAL; *Miner, Willard H. — 
UAL; Mitchell, J. W. EAL; Mon- 
tee, Ralph — TWA; Montijo, John G.— 
R.— Morgan, H 


VAT; Morgan, H. R. H : 
W.—PAA; Mossman, Russell C.—C&SAL; 
Neff, Harold—UAL; Nilsen, N. A.—TWA; 


Noe, Earl J.—TWA; Norby, Raymond B.— 
NW; Nord ; nent ng ‘ 


H . Ww. E— 
Odell, M. T.—AA; *Olson, Kenneth 
-—NW; *Onsgard, Alden—NWA; Owens, 
Clifford P.—WAE. 


Parker, A. N.— TWA; Paschal, A. — 
PAA; Paulis, Raymond — PCA; Pediley, 
Charlies F.—AA; Perry, J. A.—éAL:; Per- 
son, Addison G.—PAA ickun, Christo- 
pher V.— UAL: Pielemeier. Harold E. — 
AA; Pitman, C. V.—Panagra; Poe, K. N. 
—Panagra; Potter, Norman W.— UAL; 
Proebstie, R. — NWA; Pursley, C. H.— 


Panagra. Quale, R. J.—AA. 

Radoll, R. W.—UAL; Raley, R. J.—NW:; 
*Repack, W. T.—PCA; *Rhew, Jesse N.— 
C&S; Riggs, Russell S.—AA; Robbins, 
wm. J. B.—AA; Rose, John A.—KLM; 
Rousch, Chas. W.—NW; Rust, F. H.— 
AA; Sallsbury, Hervey M. — TWA; Sand- 
om, L. V.—CP ; Sandegren, Thomas E.— 
UAL; Sands, R. E.—UAL; Sauceda, J. M. 
—PAA; Schwartzbach, M. D. : 
Scott, P. T. W.—TWA;; Scott, Philip C.— 
UAL; Scroggins, Lowell V.—PCA; Shank, 
Eugene S.— NWA i. We 


arry A. ; $ 
Stroud, J. E.—AA; Stultz, H. L.—TWA; 
Supple, Robert E.—Panagra. 

Tarrant, Harold R.—UAL; Terletzky, Leo 
—PAA; Thomas, L. E.—EAL; Thompson, 
A. R.—UAL; *Turbyne, Robert—Panagra. 
Underwood, Sanford L.—AA. 

Vance, Claire K.—UAL; Vanderbusch, R. 





E.—NWA, 

Wagar, G. K.—UAL; Waldron, Joe—AA:;: 
Walker, M. A.—PAA; Wallace, Clyde W. 
—TWA; *Wasil, Nicholas A.—TWA; Wat- 
kins, E. C.— ; Weatherdon, Edwin— 
AA; Weber, R. J.—WAL: Weeks, R. E.— 
TWA; W W.— NW: Westerfield, 
Wm. R.—AOA; Whidden, R. G.—NEA: 
Wieselmayer, 0 PAA; Wilson, 


Ww. C.— 
AA; Williams, Wayne C.—TWA; William- 
son, P. B.—EAL; Willingham, K. V.— 
EAL; Witt, Porter—NWA; Worthen, J. A. 
—Www; Es os sees 
Young, George E.—UAL. 
Zeier, Carl F.—C&S; Zundel, W. R.—AA. 


Natural 
Blomgren, Lloyd L.—AA: Carl, A. C.— 
PCA; Chiappino, L. J. TWA-ICD: Coch- 
ran, R L; Colton, Ray — 
UAL; Cummings, J. 0.—AA; Currier, C. 
L.—TWA; Fife, John A.—CA:; *Gambee. 
Harley T.—TWA;; Gilbert, Paul L.—PAA: 
Griffin, L. B.— > Hoh I— 


eels Inactive 
nderline, Frank W.; Anderson, W. 
Ashford, Ted: Barr, Julius: B 
Grate: Sureerd, Dean ASE 
ng, G. R.— 
Fisher, Alfred 0. Fes Mul a 
joanlogs 5 —~ 
gs, Spencer; 
- J.3 Leak, &. L.; . 
MeMarkin, Richard A.: Miller, G. 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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| For Ocean F lying, 
A Blow to Safety 


Transoceanic pilots flying the 
Jorth Atlantic face the pros- 
ects of a winter of flying this 
wardous overocean route to 
jurope with far from enough 
vigational facilities to provide 
fe operation due to federal 
udgetary slashes on Coast 
uard funds as well as failure 
take action on H. R. 3132 giv- 
« the U. S. Coast Guard statu- 
ry authority to operate vital 
ather rescue stations. 
Only by virtue of a last-minute 
a will pilots flying these over- 
ter air routes, principally 
yse of American Overseas Air- 
es, PAA and TWA, have even 
barest of Loran and weather 
p protection—one weather 
p half way between Gander, 
wfoundland, and Shannon, 
land. 
[he weather patrol bill, still 
committee and shelved until 
next session of Congress, 
cludes any aid from this 
irce and of the original 12 
llion dollars voted for weather 
ips and Loran stations in June, 
ree million dollars finally re- 
ined after the economy paring 
ife was through hacking away 
it. 
This figure, insufficient to run 
her weather ships or Loran 
itions, was finally boosted to 
million dollars, which will 
n Loran and weather ships for 
> balance of the year, after a 
mbined zero hour appeal to the 
nate Appropriations Subcom- 
ttee by ALPA, the Air Trans- 
rt Association, and the Coast 
lard. 


7 


S eet oe 


f. 


N-« 


Third Appearance 
Realizing the hazard contin- 
nt to a reduction in overcean 
vigation aids, ALPA’s appear- 
ce before the Appropriations 
mmittee on July 25, was the 
ird appearance of the Air Line 
lots Association in defense of 
ntinued Coast Guard operation 
weather ships, Loran, and 
HD/HF stations as ocean navi- 
tion and rescue aids. 
Previous appearances were 
made by ALPA on June 30 and 
rain on July 9 with pilots from 
in American, AOA, and TWA, 
stifying on both occasions that 
stead of a reduction in aids, 
e air line pilots are vitally in 
ed of all of the safety aids 
th which they can be provided 


order to make transoceanic 
r transportation safe and effi- 
nt. 


Pilots appearing at the June 30 
seting were W. C. Howard, of 
cal Council No. 24, TWA-Interna- 


nal; Brandt Phillips of Local 
Council No. 29, AOA; and S. H. 
Miller, of Local Council No. 36, 


PAA Transatlantic. At the July 9 
arings, Brandt Phillips made his 
second appearance along with R. C. 
ausen, of Local Council No. 36, 
\A-Transatlantic; and William 
1e, Jr., of Local Council No. 24, 
WA-International. 
Meanwhile, in the rush toward 
onomy at the expense of safe- 
, a considerable sum of money 
1ich might well have been used 
r this purpose lies stagnating. 
iring the hearings, a surprised 
mgress learned that they had 
propriated money for weather 
lreau personnel and then 
1ocked out the Coast Guard 
ips on which they were to be 
ationed, leaving the weather 
ireau with a nest egg they 
n’t know what to do with and 
e pilots with only half of the 
ean navigation aids they need. 
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Su Constant Memorium 











“To fly West my friend, is a flight 
we all must take for a final check.’’ 


Mills, Arthur; Mitchell, R. L.; Noyes, 
« Dewey L.; O’Brien, Forrest E.; Ormsbee, 
F.; Riddle, Glenn L; Roulstone, J. J.: 
Rousch, Usher E.; Sheiton, Boyd M.: 
Squire, J. P. L.; Stark, Howard C.; Tinkle. 
Howard A.; Van Alstyne, Hugh, Jr.; Ve- 
bien, E. H.; Walbridge, Donald C.; War- 
ner, Roy; Wheaton, Harold H.; Whitte- 
more, Fred W.; Wolf, John F.; Willey, 
Sidney L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. 
Waiting List 
Brock, Wm. S.; Clark W. H.; Kiser, 
Daniel; Langmack, David F. 
Unemployed 
Downs, Lloyd; Hays, George L.; Keadle, 
Floyd E.; Miner, R. |.; Rhiner, L. R.; 
Straith, W. P. A. 
Honorary 
Brisbane, rthur; Greene, Dr. Ralph: 


A : 
Kelly, Hon. Clyde; Rogers, Will. 





*Apprentice Member 


PILOT ROTATION 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4) 





for Boeing 247-D’s; actual block- 
to-block time computation; non- 
reverting mileage pay; terrain 
pay; vacation provisions, and in- 
creased meal allowances. 
Representing the Empire pilots 
were J. W. Wise, L. J. Solomon, 
B. C. Cansdale, H. H. Whitehead, 
and Dan Wells, all Empire pilots, 
and J. C. Christie, of the Em- 
ployment Agreement Depart- 
ment. The company was repre- 
sented by Tom Robertson, 
general manager, and Fred Orr, | 
assistant to the manager. 

The agreement reaching July 
conferences with Empire was the | 
second series of conferences held 
with this air line, previous nego- 
tiations being carried on on 
March 26, 27, and 28 at which 
time the majority of the provi- 
sions of the basic and adjust- 
ment board sections of the 
agreement were closed. 

On the larger air lines the 
brunt of the employment agree- | 
ment making activities during | 
July and August was carried by | 
ALPA’s President Behncke. | 
There were two series of con-| 
ferences with Delta Air Lines, a} 
third with PAA and another} 
with United Air Lines. | 

The conferences with Delta) 
represented the second and third | 
of a series of three and were 
held in Atlanta, Ga., on July 16, | 
17, 18, 19 and August 11, 12, 13) 
and 14. 

At the last of these confer- 
ences, rates of compensation | 
patterned after Eastern Air 
Lines were agreed to. The main| 
problem in completing an em-| 
ployment agreement with Delta} 
was in the classification of as-| 











|signments and filling of vacan- 


cies provisions. The two remain- | 
ing obstacles in the way of| 
completing the Delta agreement | 
were the effective date and the 
question of retroactive pay. It 


AEROTITIS 


By Herbert F. Fenwick, M.D. 
ALPA Aero-Medical Dept. 














I have had many requests from 
air line pilots to discuss ear trouble 
in relation to flying. Serious ear 
trouble is more prevalent in pilots 
than is generally known. During 
the winter of 1946 to 1947, I per- 
sonally treated 28 pilots for aero- 
titis. Most of the cases were due 
~ ee with a nose or 
cold. 


mation of the middle ear caused 
by the difference in pressure in the 
middle ear and that of the atmos- 
phere. It usually occurs during 
ascent and descent and is due to 
inadequate ventilation of the mid- 
dle ear through the _ eustachian 
tube. The eustachian tube opens 
into the naso-pharynx, and is con- 
nected to the middle-ear cavity. It 
is through this tube that the air 
pressure in the middle ear is kept 
the same as the pressure of the 
surrounding air. 

Normally as one ascends or 
descends in flight, intermittent 
swallowing or yawning is sufficient 
to keep the air pressure in the 
middle ear equalized to the air 
pressure outside. 


ing or leaving the middle ear may 
set up an inflammation resulting 
in aerotitis. In this condition the 


throat 


Aerotitis is defined as an inflam- | 


Any disturbance | 
around the mouth of the eustachian | 
tube that may prevent air enter-| 


Pilots---A Voice pyre Safety 





For Air Line 





An ever-increasing awareness that the voice of the air line pilot in air safety is an authentic and vital 
one worthy of heeding is symbolized in this photo of the reserved table for ALPA at the Civil Aeronautics 
Board hearing at Bainbridge, Md., on June 16, following the Eastern Air Lines DC-4 crash. Representatives of 
the Air Line Pilots Association pictured above. are, left to right: J. G. LaVake, of Local Council No. 51, EAL- 
New York; T. G. Linnert, of Headquarters Engineering and Air Safety Department: and L. R. Matthews, of 
Local Council No. 51, EAL-New York. 








is felt that these differences are| handling of the classification, 
not insurmountable. assignment and bidding problem, 
The Delta negotiations were| which may very well be the fore- 


Rusch, of Local Council No. 55, 
PAA-Seattle and R. L. Oakman and 
President Behncke of Headquarters. 


. . ried —_ “-|'The company spokesmen were: 
unique in several respects. The| runner for similar provisions in| Franklin Gledhill, vice-president; 
necessity of writing entirely new | other agreements. J. D. Fenton, of the industrial 


relations department; Robert Fatt, 
chief pilot; S. B. Kaufman, L. C. 
Lindsey, H. Fleming, and O. J. 
Studeman. 

The problem facing the PAA 
pilots in negotiating their agree- 
ment is unlike any faced by other 
pilots for the reason that this com- 
pany operated entirely outside the 
United States and around the world 
to many international points. As a 
result, the PAA conferences have 
followed a rather long and winding 
negotiating trail that began on 
May 15, 1946. The previous negotia- 
tions to establish the original agree- 
ment took nearly two years to com- 
plete. 

Direct negotiations were subse- 
quently held on September 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9 and 10, 1946; May 27, 28 and 
29, 1947; June 23, 24, 25 and 26; and 
July 29 and 30 bringing negotia- 
tions to their current status. 
Deadlock on UAL 

The present series of conferences 
on United Air Lines began on 
March 18, 1947. To date 24 days 
have been spent at the con- 
ference tables. The last of this 
long series of employment agree- 
ment making meetings was held in 


classification of assignments and| __The pilot conferees were: K. D. 
Wright, of Local Council No. 43, 


filling P rd Mmagig: sn ye eee Delta-Chicago; J. A. Roth, of Local 
proved to be a long and tedious | Council No. 71, Delta-Miami; F. W. 
assignment for both the com- Schwaemmle, H. W. King, Floyd 
pany and the pilot conferees. i ig a. rg pee — 
| Fi. . Si s, a 
When the first agreement was) x, "44 Delta-Atlanta; and R. L. 
signed with this company On| Oakman, F. O. Munch and Presi- 
August 1, 1940, its pilots were | dent Behncke, of ALPA Head- 
based exclusively in Atlanta. | quarters. : 
Since that time three additional ee eee two 
bases have been established, i.e.,| Delta conferences was a continua- 
Miami, Chicago and Fort Worth, | a of ie suminoeneie with PAA. 
; whili ese meetings were e in ew 
with the possibility of another York on July 29 and 30 after being 
being set up in New York City. | recessed since July 24. On July 30, 
The writing of these new pro-| the oe ae — 
sos s .|and finally deadlocked. It is felt 
| Visions brought into ALPA Con~| that the help of the National Media- 
| tract negotiating activities SOMEC|tion Board will be necessary to 
entirely new terminology, the/ complete this agreement. 
|most outstanding of which was|_ While some progress was mame 
} “pilot rotation.” Both the com-| aiiee reading [oe cmaiation “of 
| pany and pilot conferees worked | this agreement was disappointing. 
| very effectively together to pro-| The main barrier was the failure of 
duce this new innovation in| the company and pilot conferees, to 
| classification of assignments and | grounds sufficiently close together 
| filling of vacancies which despite | to effect a settlement of the rates of 


| its unique aspects recognizes | compensation differences. a on July 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 
‘ “ Snail - 44% | Pilot conferees on the PAA nego-| @ . P 

| Strict system seniority, bidding | jiations were: Chairman E. J. Forr- _ The company invoked the serv- 

}and all of the other well-prece- | jer, J. M. Marcum and F. W. Saul|ices of the National Mediation 


Board on July 18, 1947. While con- 
siderable progress Was made during 
the 24 days of negotiating with 


' (Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 


dented terminology common to | of Local Council No. 36, PAA-Trans- | 
ALPA agreements. It will be| P@cific; F. H. Goslin, of Local Coun- | 


. | cil No. 61, PAA-Houston; Chairman 
worthwhile to follow the prog-| p. B. Baxter, of Local Council No. 





ress of this new approach to the' 26, PAA-Western; Chairman J. M. 











eardrum is reddened, often swollen,|. _ 


may be bulging or retracted de- 
pending whether the pressure in the 
middle ear is positive or negative. 

There is a feeling that the ear 
is “plugged up,” and often pain 
and discomfort. Hearing is 
paired during an attack of aero- 
titis. 
aerotitis is flying during a nose or 
throat infection (cold). Infections 
cause the mucous membrane of the 
nose and throat to be congested 
and swollen. The folds of mem- 
brane around the opening of the 
eustachian tube swell making it 
difficult or impossible for air to 
enter or leave the eustachian tube 
resulting in a pressure in the mid- 
dle ear unequal to the outside air. 

Pilots should at all times attempt 
to keep the middle ear properly 
ventilated by swallowing or yawn- 
ing during ascent and descent. 
Holding the nose and blowing is to 
be condemned, since in this method 
it is possible to blow bacteria-laden 
mucous into the eustachian tube 
which often results in a serious in- 
fection and inflammation of the 
middle ear. This latter condition is 
called otitis media and often 
causes a perforation of the ear- 
drum, or more serious, a mastoid 
infection. 

The best guard against aerotitis 











and serious ear infection is 
NEVER FLY WITH A COLD. ' 


im- | 


The most common cause of | 

















Whether or not the complete story of the Howard Hughes Congressional quiz will 
ss ever be told is now open to doubt, but instigators of it found they were facing a 
tough customer who didn’t pull his punches when instead of investigating Hughes they found themselves in 


BACKFIRE 


—_,) 





the warm spot of h g Wash °s own u y political machinations aired by the accused multimillion- 
aire. Alleged reason for the inquiry was to determine poy Hughes was'.given certain government wartime 
contracts, but close observers are inclined to side with Hughes in his counter accusation that the real reason 
is because of his failure to give in to the “chosen instrument” proponents’ and merge TWA’s International 
Division with Pan American World Airways which claims pioneer rights to U. S. international air routes. 
Hughes described Senator Brewster, whom hé claimed instigated the investigation when Hughes declined the 
TWA-PAA merger, as “clever, resourceful, ‘a terrific public speaker ... ané of the greatest trick. shot artists 
in Washington.” Right. or. wrong, Howard Hughes deserves credit for spegking his piece and pointing out 
the extent to which thé air line’ business has become a political football. ~ . 
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At right, members of the AA ‘MEC go into a sideline huddle during 


the AA Ardmore Screening program Grievance cases held in Memphis 
(1. to r.) J. F. Rice, of the Grievance and Conciliation Department; S. E. 


Pangburn, of Local Council No. 6, 


AA-Boston; F. J. Schwartz, of Local 


Council No. 39, AA-Chicago; J. Burns, of Local Council No. 40, AA-Cleve- 


land; and Wayne Allison, of Local 


Council No. 62, AA-Tulsa. At right. 


the Adjustment Board during one of the sessions (Il. to r.) G. R. Shoe- 
maker, of Local Council No. 62, AA-Tulsa; Wayne Allison; and company 
members, R. W. Knight and T. L. Boyd. (Story on Page One.) 
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Ardmore Fiasco Gets a Much Needed Airing 











AOA CASE A-2601 DEADLOCKS | 


| Walters, A. J. 


(Continued from Page 8, Col. 5) 


United Air Lines, these negotiations 
finally stalemated and became dead- 
locked on the pilots’ rates of com- 
pensation proposal for the DC-3. 
Despite the high hopes of both the 
company and pilot conferees of 
reaching an agreement in direct 





insurmountable obstacle. It is ex- 


pected that a federal mediator will | } : 
|on periodically since early in April 


be assigned soon. 

Speaking for the pilots were: | 
Chairman S. T. Nelson, of Local} 
Council No. 34, UAL-San Francisco; | 
R. L. Spickelmeir and R. D. Mc-| 
Killip, of Local Council No. 33, | 
UAL-Denver; G. G. Jones, of Local | 
Council No. 37, UAL-Seattle; and V. | 
M. Williams, of Local Council No. | 
12, UAL-Chicago. R. L. Oakman, 
and President Behncke represented | 
Headquarters. | 

The company was represented by | 
J. A. Herlihy, vice-president of | 
operations; C. V. O’Callaghan, as- 
sistant to director of flight opera- 
tions; Tom Daley, attorney; and H. 
N. Eskeldson, of the Airlines Ne- 
gotiating Committee. 


Deadlock on AOA 

Mediation conferences in Ameri- 
can Overseas Airlines Case A-2601, 
which had been docketed on June 
27, 1947, were deadlocked in New 
York City on August 8 after two 
series of conferences held during 
the month—one a five-day meeting 
held July 25, 28, 29, 30, and 31; 
the other, a six-day discussion tak- 
ing place on August 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
and 8. 

Representing the pilots were 
Chairman Emery Martin, R. C. 
Folwell, B. O. Sparks, J. F. Scott, 
and B. W. Phillips, all of Local 
Council No. 29, AOA, and K. J. 
Ulrich, of the Employment Agree- 
ment Department. The company 
was represented by Emil Jarz, per- 
sonnel director; J. Y. Craig, flight 








conferences, this proved to be an | 





superintendent; H. R. Harris, vice- | 
president and general manager; 

G. Hamilton, assistant to the 
vice-president, and C. A. Hodgins, 
L. P. Morrison, and G. W. Clark, 
ef the Airlines Negotiating Com- 
mittee. 

The mediation conferences on 
AOA, which involves amendment 
of the pilots’ employment agree- 
ment effective retroactively to De- 
cember 1, 1944, have been carried 


of this year. Prior to the July and 
August conferences, direct negotia- 
tions were carried on on April 1, 2, 
3, 23, 24, and 25; May 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, and 17, and June 10, 11, 12, 13, 
16, 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, and 25, with 
Federal Mediator G. B. MacSwan 
entering the case when it became 
deadlocked and was docketed by 
the National Mediation Board as 
Case A-2601 on June 27. 


NWA Agreement 

Finishing touches on the drafting 
of the Northwest Airlines agree- 
ment were being completed this 
month following a meeting at the 
company offices in Minneapolis, 
Minn., on August 5. 

Pilot conferees at this one-day 
meeting were W. F. Richmond and 
L. A. Pigeon, of Local Council No. 
1, NWA-Eastern; and W. P. Kil-| 
gore, of ALPA headquarters. John | 
F. Woodhead, operations manager, 
and Norris Jackson, director of 
labor relations, represented the) 
company. 

Mid-Continent Conferences 

Conferences with Mid-Continent 
Airlines, relating to an amendment 
to the pilots’ employment agree- 
ment were held in Kansas City, | 
Mo., on August 12, 13, and 14, and | 
recessed for a month with resump- | 
tion scheduled for September 16, | 
17, and 18. 

The conferences progressed nor-| 
mally during the three-day session | 
and agreement was reached on 
some points of the pilots’ propo-| 
sals. ! 


Pilot conferees participating in 
these conterences included P. C. 
Jaster, R. G. Fran- 
cis, Harold Barnard, Jr., L. H. 
Mouden, and M. G, Florence, all of 
Local Council No. 45, MCA-Kansas 
City; P. B. Barnard and D. G. 
Pauly, of Local Council No. 46, 
MCA-Minneapolis, and K. J. Ulrich, 
of the Employment Agreement De- 
partment. The company _repre- 
sentatives were: J. A. Cunning- 
ham, vice-president of operations; 

. P. Harris, chief pilot; C. K. 
Wood, personnel director; B. A. 
Kropff, assistant to the president, 
and J. A. Rosenthal, of the Air- 
lines Negotiating Committee. 

Headquarters Representative Karl 
J. Ulrich, of the Employment 
Agreement Department, went to 
New York on Saturday, August 16, 
to scrutinize a supplemental agree- 
ment which had been drawn up be- 
tween American Airlines and the 
AA Pilots’ Master Executive Coun- 
cil covering retroactive pay for the 
first pilots and copilots who were 
assigned to fly the DC-4 equipment 
from the date it was first placed 


into regularly scheduled air line 
operation. 
Retroactive pay on American 


Airlines was a subject of negotia- 
tions at the time the pilots com- 
pleted their agreement on March 
24, 1947. However, the company 
took the position that they were 
not obligated to pay the pilots, de- 
spite the fact that they definitely 
promised, in a letter of December 
28, 1945, that pilots would be paid 
retroactively for flying DC-4 equip- 
ment from the date the equipment 
was placed in regularly scheduled 
operation. 

Vying for importance with Head- 
quarters employment agreement- 
making activities during the month 
were the adjustment board hear- 
ings in the eight individual and 
two group grievances on American 
Airlines growing out of their Ard- 
more Screening Program and the 
attempted wholesale dismissal of 
pilots as the result of it. (See com- 
plete story on page 1 and picture 
on page 4.) 











FLYING LA 


—INS Soundphoto 


With slide rule, drafting board, and ground experimentation drained dry of 
information on supersonic flight, the remaining secrets of speed beyond the 


barrier of sound remains locked beyond that barrier itself, and science is turning to flying laboratories to 
ferret out the last of those secrets. Pictured above are two views of the U. S. Army’s XS-1, built by the Bell 
Aircraft Company and designed to fly at a speed of 1,700 miles an hour and at an altitude of 80,000 feet. 

i » but as a pilot research plane—a flying laboratory—the sole 
function of which will be the recording of data on the effect of transonic and supersonic speeds on an 


The XS-1 is not intended as a 


aircraft. The upper photo shows how the XS- 
with the man who put it through its paces, Chal 


1 appears in 


flight, while the lower photo shows it along 
mers “Slick”? Gordon, Bell’s test pilot. 





Grand Finale in Memphis | 


Hearings in these cases, at which | 
the pilots were represented by J. F.| 
Rice and R. E. Nelson, of the Griev- | 
ance and Conciliation Depart-| 
ment, were a cross-country affair | 
that began in Ft. Worth, Texas, on | 
July 17, switched to New York | 
where hearings were held on July | 
22, 23, 24, 25, and 26, and wound 
up in Memphis, Tenn., with the| 
group grievances of Local Council | 
No. 35, AA-Memphis, and Local 
Council No. 40, AA-Cleveland, pro- | 
viding the grand finale on June 29, | 
30, and 31. 

Elsewhere on the _ grievance | 
front, the appeal hearing of E. W.| 
Fitzpatrick, of Local Council No. } 
29, AOA, was held in New York | 
on July 28 before J. G. Flynn, Jr., | 
vice-president of operations, with | 
W. P. Kilgore, of ALPA headquar- | 
ters representing Mr. Fitzpatrick. | 
The decision on this appeal hear- | 
ing is still pending. | 

On August 4 and 5, R. E. Nelson, | 
of the Grievance Department, rep- | 
resented C. G. Fredericks, of Local | 
Council No. 4. TWA-Los Angeles; | 
and R. W. Van Etten, of Local} 
Council No. 24, TWA-International; 
in a grievance hearing held before 
the TWA System Board of Adjust- 
ment in Kansas City, Mo. 

Pilot members of the board hear- 
ing these cases were D. B. Kuhn, 
of Local Council No, 4, TWA-Los 
Angeles, chairman of the board, 
and H. E. Neuman, of Local Coun- 
cil No. 3, TWA-Kansas City. The 
company members were F. E. 
Busch and J. T. Tomlinson. 


The AA Ardmore Grievances, the | 
largest and most important which | 
have ever faced any pilots because | 
of their potentially far-reaching im- | 
plications, have occupied the bulk | 
of the time and personnel of the 
Grievance and Conciliation Depart- 
ment for a period closely approach- 
ing three months during which ini- 
tial company hearings were being 
held and preparation being made 
for the adjustment board hearings 
which climaxed them. 

Engineering Department 

With a new awareness to air 
safety becoming evident in public, 
governmental, and industry circles, 
the July-August activities of the 
Engineering Department were con- 
centrated largely upon air safety 
and closely allied fields. 

Two crash hearings, close co-op- 
eration with ALPA’s representa- 
tive on the President’s Special 
Board of Inquiry into Air Safety 
(see complete story and pictures 
on page 8), a three-way study of 
the fire-fighting problem between 
ALPA, ATA, and research special- 
ists from Northwestern University, 
and four chairmanship mailings 
spelled a busy month for this de- 
partment. 

The two crash hearings, at which 
ALPA was represented by Head- 
quarters personnel as well as pilot 
crash representatives from the air 
lines involved, were the technical 
hearings on the Eastern Air Lines 
Bainbridge, Md., crash, held in 
New York on July 17, 18, 19, and 
those on the Pan American Syria 
crash, also held in New York, on 
August 5, 6, and 7. 

Pilot representatives at the EAL 
hearings were L. R. Matthews and 
J. S. Grier, of Local Council No. 
18, EAL-Miami; J. G. La Vake, of 
Locai Council No. 51, EAL-New 
York; and T. G. Linnert and C. F. 
Eck, of the Engineering and Air 
Safety Department. At the PAA 
crash hearings (see list of recom- 
mendations on page 6), the pilots 
were represented by C. itus, 
J. B. Magenis, W. W. Moss, and 
C. E. Bassett, all of Local Council 
No. 36, PAA-Transatlantic; and 
C. F. Eck, of the Engineering De- 
partment. 

Fire Fighting Discussion 

On July 29, the Engineering De- 
partment was the scene of a three- 
way discussion between representa- 
tives of ALPA, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, and the Air Transport As- 
sociation on the pressing need of 
training ground personnel in _air- 
plane fire fighting techniques. 














(Continued on Page 5, Col. 3) 


TEN YEARS AGO | 


Ten years ago, with a heated 
battle in progress in Congress for 
the establishment of an independ- 
ent Air Safety Board, ALPA’s long 
championed cause was winning the 
support of many of the nation’s 
outstanding lawmakers, as well as 
a prominent place in the events of 
the day. With mounting casualty 
lists brought about by an appalling 
number of air line crashes, the na- 
tion was finally becoming aware of 
the vital need for a more compre- 
hensive system of air safety. 

In reviewing the columns of 
the AIR LINE PILOT of Au- 
gust, 1937, there is noted a front 
page article stating that Sena- 
tor Burton K. Wheeler (Mont.), 
then chairman of the Senate In- 
terstate Commerce Committee, 
declared he would fight to the 
finish to take air safety out of 
politics. The following is quoted 
from that story: 

“The bill which Senator 
Wheeler vigorously endorses 
would remove control of air safe- 
ty from the Department of Com- 
merce, and make it the respon- 
sibility of a specially formed air 
safety bureau in the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

““The need for placing air 
safety beyond the reach of bun- 
gling political control is press- 
ing,’ Senator Wheeler declared. 

“*We have got to take respon- 
sibility for the safety of human 
lives in the air away from a bu- 
reau that is a perpetual political 
football, and place it where it 
“ong be administered as it should 


“It’s time the United States 
Government stopped playing pol- 
itics with human lives, and pro- 
vided for the kind of regulation 
that will make air travel what it 
should be—one of the safest 
ways of getting from one place 
to another that mankind has 
ever known. 

“We are going to arouse the 
Senate over this thing,’ he con- 
cluded, ‘this is no question of 
political policy, or of dollars and 
cents, it is a question of human 
lives’.” 

In an editorial reprinted from 
the Washington Herald which 
replaced Mr. Behncke’s monthly 
editorial, Senator Wheeler was 
highly commended for his stand 
on the Air Safety bill. 

The following is excerpted 
from that editorial from the 
AIR LINE PILOT of August, 
1937, and clearly indicates that 
the public definitely favored the 
passage of the bill. 

“There is one ray of hope for 
safety and stability. 

“Senator Burton K. Wheeler 
of Montana, announced himself, 
for passage of these bills. 

“Pointing out that aviation, 
controlled by the Bureau of Air 
Commerce and the Post Office 
Department, is constantly sub- 
jected to political harassment, 
Mr. Wheeler declared both air 
line operators and pilots want 
freedom from such a burden. 

“It is extremely heartening to 
know that a powerful fighter of 
Mr. Wheeler’s character has 
joined the demand for aviation 
reform. He has a record for 
getting what he goes after, and 
political bushwackers fear him. 

“HE AND THEY MAY BE 
SURE THAT THE TRAVEL- 
ING PUBLIC BACK THE 
TRANSFER OF AVIATION TO 
THE INTERSTATE COmM- 
MERCE COMMISSION TO 


TRANSFER IS MADE.” 

The testimony of ALPA’s 
President David L. Behncke be- 
fore the 74th Congress on the 
subject of air safety was re- 
printed in the August, 1937, is- 
sue of the AIR LINE PILOT 
and because it has a direct bear- 
ing on the air safety situation 
as it exists today, a part of it 
is as follows: 

“The whole airway aids net- 
work is very vital to safety on 
the airways and should work 
with the accuracy and precision 
of a fine watch. Things should 
not be allowed to go until they 
break down. The whole system 
should be made so uniform and 
well systemized that failure will 
be as nearly as humanly S- 
sible eliminated. »° 

Today, air transportation is fac- 
ing another crisis, the same kind 
of a crisis it faced a decade ago. 
The faded pattern of those few 
short years ago is again shaping-up 
to present the same chaotic picture 
in air safety. But there'll be a re- 
peat performance by the Air Line 
Pilots Association in its battle for 
air safety. And it’ll be up to the 
lawmakers of the nation to give a 
repeat performance and re-estab- 
lish the independent Air Safety 
Board whose records are not black- 
ened by an obituary of crash vic- 
tims and fatal crack-ups. For dur- 
ing the 18 months that board was 
tn existence, there were no fatal 
accidents. Strangely enough the 
air safety history of ten years ago 
ts repeating itself in 1947. 
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FIRE FIGHTING —A LOGICAL APPROACH 


It’s a sad fact, but 1947 aviation is still sticking to 1937 fire-fighting 
echniques—not because modern equipment hasn’t been developed, but 
primarily because it and the trained personnel to operate it hasn’t been 
iailable. Yet, crashes which might be comparatively minor in nature 
sontinue to cost the air lines untold millions of dollars and the loss of 
nany lives because aviation’s occasional gestures at doing something 
ibout the fire hazard has been more like Mark Twain’s weather than 
nything else: everybody talks about it, but nobody does anything about 
t. Our present program is still in the stage of a garden hose in the 
ands of amateurs ... and not much more effective. 

Three major things are necessary to whip the fire hazard: (1) 
evelopment of methods to combat fire in the air; (2) Development of 
quipment, or a combination of equipment, capable of bringing crash 
res under rapid control; and (3) Trained personnel, readily available 
nd schooled in the most modern techniques to operate the equipment. 











City operated airport fire-fighting equipment, which is the set-up | 
elied upon by most municipal airports, is not enough. It lacks the 
1obility and proximity to cope with the first few all-important moments 
f an intense flash fire, such as a 3,000 gallon gas blaze from split 
itegral wing tanks, one of the most common of airport fires. 

It is encouraging, however, that an awareness of how outmoded our 
viation fire-fighting methods are is coming into being. This interest 
as been most evident in the activities of the Air Line Pilots Association, 
the Air Transport Association, and most recently President Truman’s 
pecial Board of Inquiry into Air Safety. 

Spurred by ALPA’s interest, research specialists from Northwestern 
niversity have been working closely with ALPA’s Air Safety and 
Ingineering Department to bring about an early solution to this pressing 
roblem. 

The overall aims of ALPA’s research thus far has been centered on 
the determination of the best fire-fighting materials, or combination of 
hem, regardless of commercial considerations; development of mobile 
quipment designed specifically to fight airplane fires and adaptable to 
urrounding terrain; and the all important education of volunteer fire 
ighters. 

Following an initial preparatory meeting at Northwestern Uni- 
ersity, attended by ALPA’s Engineering and Air Safety Department 
upper photo), demonstrations were held at the Cardox Plant, Monee, 
lll, as the first step in a thorough study of available fire-fighting 
equipment and materials. 

The demonstration area, illustrated in lower composite photo, con- 
isted of a wide expanse of gravel surface on which old car bodies were 
placed to simulate a fuselage of an airplane. Old metal stands formed 
the wings in which 50-gallon drums of gasoline were mounted with 





nozzles to feed the blaze during the fire test in simulation of engine or 
gas tank leakage. Old tires were placed in the simulated wreckage and 
the entire area covered with an additional base of oil and large quanti- 
ties of gasoline. Wind velocity during the demonstration was 14 m.p.h. 
with gusts varying from 20 to 25 m.p.h., while the equipment consisted 
of approximately 2,300 pounds of Cardox on a 28,000-pound gross weight 
Cardox truck. 

Photo 1. shows the gas saturated simulated wreckage before the 
fire was touched off; photo 2., the fire as it reached peak intensity; 
photo 3., the fire truck moving in from the windward side; and photo 4., 
the blaze as it was brought under control and on the verge of extinguish- 
ing approximately 45 seconds later. 

As a result of these demonstrations, 
reported: 

“Large units are necessary for large fires. Greater fire-fighting 
capacity and effectiveness with less equipment weight can be obtained 
by uniting Cardox with Dugas in large units. Foam is necessary to 
blanket gasoline after being extinguished to prevent flashbacks. 
Although fog was not used in this test, it may have a place in a complete 
fire-fighting unit to cool metal parts down below the flash back point 
after VO2 tasws out the fire. 

“This demonstration also shows the necessity for training air line 
ground personnel in the effectiveness of various types of extinguishers 
and their proper use in obtaining a true security instead of the false 
sense of security presently in effect at all air line terminals with their 
present equipment.” 


ALPA’s representatives 





| concerned, first, 


FERRY FLIGHTS 
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In attendance at this meeting, in 
addition to T. G. Linnert and C. F. 
Eck, of ALPA’s Engineering De- 
partment, were John Groves, of the 
ATA, and R. Houren and Professor 
Gamut, of Northwestern Univer- 
sity. Acknowledging the ATA’s in- 
terest in this matter, plans were 
made for Mr. Groves to approach 
the ATA on the proposition of es- 
tablishing a training school for 
ground personnel in firefighting as 
soon as Mr. Houren could present 
the ATA with a tentative cost 
sheet on the cash outlay necessary 
to set up and maintain the pro- 
posed training program. 

The chairman mailings of the 
Engineering Department during 
the last morth included: (1) Fly- 
ing four-engine aircraft with power 
plants inoperative; (2) DC-4 take- 
off limits; (3) ATA chief pilots’ 
meeting, and (4) LaGuardia tower 
frequencies. 

Resume of Mailings 

The first mailing regarding four- 
engine aircraft with inoperative 
power plants was a follow-up of 
the resolution of the first ALPA 
Executive Board on the subject of 
three-engine take-offs. Briefly, the 
resolution leaves the acceptance of 
three-engine ferry flights up to the 
individual pilot with ALPA sup- 
porting any pilot who elects not 
to accept a three-engine ferry flight 
due to conditions which he consid- 
ers unfavorable. 

The second mailing, DC-4 take- 
off limits, was a query to all ALPA 
chairmen requesting their opinion 
as to the acceptable minimums for 
DC-4 take-off procedures. Some in- 
formation has been received from 
the various councils, according to 
the Engineering Department, but 
a complete return is being awaited 
in order to formulate an opinion 
on the desires of ALPA’s member- 
ship as a whole. 

Another chairman mailing list 
consisted of information derived 
partially from an ATA chief pilots’ 
meeting. The points in question 
the hazards in- 
volved in a possible down wind 
landing under the ILS one-way ap- 
proach system; secondly, the desir- 
ability of local ALPA councils to 
arrange to have a joint meeting 
with the members of the Air Traf- 
fic Control group in their locality, 
the purpose being to further mu- 
tual understanding to insure the 
same interpretations of definitions 
as they apply to air traffic clear- 
ances; and, thirdly, a request for 
a report from the various councils 
as to the number of erroneous 
weather report complaints with a 
view toward checking on the effi- 
ciency of the weather bureau fore- 
casts and reports. 

Information was also distributed 
by the Engineering Department on 
the status of La Guardia tower 
frequencies. Tower operation per- 
sonnel, approached on the subject 
of La Guardia tower frequencies, 
are of the opinion that there will 
be two clear channel VHF frequen- 
cies for air use only in La Guardia 
tower by September, plus one VHF 
frequency for ground use only. 

In connection with this, the low 
frequency operation will be con- 
fined to transient planes’ un- 
equipped with VHF for either air 
or ground contacts. The personnel 
of La Guardia tower, it was pointed 
out, do not feel that it is necessary 
to clear the tower frequency after 
take-off unless the aircraft is spe- 
cifically requested to do so due to 
traffic conditions. 

A large portion of the time of 
ALPA Engineer T. G. Linnert was 
spent in Washington, D. C., where 
he acted in an advisory capacity to 


“FIRE FIGHTING» 
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In conjunction with this latter ob- 
servation, a proposed three-day air 
line fire protection course, designed 
to train air line ground personnel 
as volunteer fire fighters, has been 
advanced by R. Houren, Northwest- 
ern University fire protection expert 
and formerly lieutenant commander 
in the Navy in charge of fire pro- 
tection training. 

Basing his estimate on two 
classes a week for fifty weeks, with 
allowances for only one class a 
week for certain times, the direct 
cost of training 2,500 men annually 
would amount to approximately 
$25,000, Mr. Hourens estimated ten- 
tatively—a negligible investment 
compared to the potential fire losses 
it would circumvent. 

There is no end to the extent to 
which air line personnel could aug- 
ment or supplant regular fire fight- 
ing services, provided enough train- 
ing and equipment were made 
available. 

Fire, because of its very nature, 
is bound to occur despite all pre- 
cautionary and preventive meas- 
ures. Prevention failing, we must 
be prepared to cope with it and 
coping with it, the experts contend, 
is primarily a matter that boils 
down to giving the right men, the 
right equipment, at the right time 
which a combination of properly 
designed mobile equipment and ade- 
quately trained and confident per- 
sonnel would provide; and confi- 
dence in fighting fires is only gained 
sd experience obtained from train- 
ng. 





She’s the Welco 


This month the AIR LINE 
PILOT presents a very popular 
gal around ALPA Headquarters. 
She’s Alvera Fibiger and every 
Friday she’s greeted with a wel- 
coming smile by all the ALPA 
personnel for Alvera writes and 
distributes the pay checks. Be- 
sides this, her other duties in 
the Bookkeeping and Account- 
ing Department include writing 
all checks for the Association, 
closing the books, compiling fi- 
nancial reports and preparing 
tax returns. 

A native Chicagoan, Alvera 
has lived in the vicinity of 
ALPA headquarters all her life. 
She was graduated from Lind- 
bloom high school and previous 
to working for ALPA, she was 
employed by Thomas & Asso- 
ciates, a real estate firm, and 
the Visking Corporation. Alvera 


rates ninth on the seniority list | 


and started to work for ALPA 
in January, 1945. 

In her leisure time, Alvera en- 
joys knitting and is quite pro- 
ficient at it. She likes to attend 
movies and is also an avid base- 
ball fan, with special enthu- 
siasm for the Chicago White 
Sox. Of average build and 5’4” 
tall, Alvera has chestnut hair, 


-blue eyes, a warm smile and a 


soft voice. Alvera has been mar- 
ried for eleven years to George 


Fibiger and they make their 


mest Gal ’Roun 


a 


home just two blocks from 
Headquarters. While her hus- 
band served with the Navy dur- 
ing the war, the Fibigers re- 
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ALVERA FIBIGER 


sided in California and Idaho. 
It was quite by chance that 
Alvera came to work for ALPA. 
She tells us that one day she 
was walking down 63rd Street 
and noticed the office and on an 
impulse of the moment went in 
and filled out an application. 
Since then Alvera has proved an 
efficient and competent worker 
who is well liked by all her co- 
workers and is certainly a valu- 
able asset to the Association. 








ALPA’s representatives on Presi- 


dent Truman’s Board of Air Safety 
Inquiry, with the transport cate- 
gory and integral fuel tanks being 
the principal subject of discussion. 
Bookkeeping Department 

The revision, modernization, and 
overhauling of ALPA’s Bookkeep- 
ing Department, to which Presi- 
dent Behncke has devoted a con- 
siderable portion of time during 
the past three months, is now on 
the verge of completion, a survey 
of the activities of this department 
showed this month. 

The Bookkeeping Department, 
the cornerstone of ALPA’s founda- 
tion, suffered during the war to a 
greater degree than any other 
ALPA department. We were un- 
able to get sufficient help to man 
this department properly and _ all 
of its activities were squeezed into 
a small corner of our overcrowded 
office, where it was virtually im- 
possible to keep up with the greatly 
increased bookkeeping duties at- 
tendant to the increased member- 
ship of ALPA. 

During the spring of 1947, by 
virtue of acquiring additional office 
space and a more favorable labor 
market, our Bookkeeping Depart- 
ment’s space and personnel prob- 
lems were solved and immediately 





a collection program was begun to 
regain the grounds lost during the 
war years. Every delinquent mem- 
ber was sent a letter outlining the 
amounts he owed and an explana- 
tion of the needs for this money. 
All chairmen were notified of the 
delinquent members of their coun- 
cils. A new flying card has been 
designed by Mr. Behncke and steps 
have been taken to insure the dis- 
tribution of these cards immedi- 
ately upon receipt of incoming 
dues payments. 

The account cards of all the 
members, which previously were 
handled by two girls, were further 
subdivided during the third quar- 
ter, in order that the three book- 
keeping girls would take care of 
the incoming receipts and make 
the necessary entries on the mem- 
bership bookkeeping records, Soon 
a fourth girl will be assigned to 
the incoming receipts section of 
our Bookkeeping Department to 
further aid in the rapid processing 
of members’ dues payments. 

Get “Tough” on Dues 

In connection with the dues col- 
lection program, action has been 
taken to expel all members seri- 
ously in arrears in their dues and 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 














TWO DECADE 





Two decades of service to United Air 
Lines . . . that’s the record hung up 


by Captain R. T. Freng, of Local Council No. 34, UAL-San Francisco, 
who in addition to being a darn good pilot is also at times esthetically 
inclined as evidenced by the fact that he is the designer of ALPA’s 
wings and one of the earliest of ALPA menibers. In recognition of his 
service to United, in the cockpit of whose planes he has spent a good 


portion of his life, Captain Freng is shown receiving his 20-year pin 

from S. V. Hall, western region vice-presi of operations. Captain 

Freng, _— started as a lot for Boeing on June 15, 1927, has fol- 
i t J. j 


t of United’s coast-to-coast route from its incep- 





tion. 
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—Acme Photo 


President Harry S. Truman smilingly holds Hedgman Smith. age three, 
who captured the Chief Executive's fancy at Independence Day observance 
in Charlottesville. Va., by dashing up with a “Hi ya. there, Mister Presi- 
dent.” As part of the observance, President Truman visited the home of 
Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United States. 











More Anti-Fire Recommendations 


Fire in the air and the almost 
inevitable flash fire of crash 
landings caused by integral fuel 
tanks was primarily responsible 
for the loss of lives in the PAA 
Constellation crackup near May- 
adine, Syria, on June 19, 1947, 
all evidence seems to indicate. 

In a statement of causes and 
recommendations at the hear- 
ing into the crash held in New 
York on August 5, 6 and 7, 
ALPA maintained that the 
cause of the accident itself was 
engine failure with the resultant 
fire while the loss of life in the 
crash landing was largely at- 
tributed to the flash fire which 
ensued when the plane’s integral 
fuel tanks burst due to the im- 
pact. 

“The cause of the accident,” 
ALPA’s representatives pointed 
out, “was the unforeseeable fail- 
ure and resultant fire in number 
two engine necessitating a pos- 
sible control-boost-off landing at 
night in open country with an 
airplane on fire and in a gen- 
erally unflyable condition due to 
the physical loss of number two 
engine and nacelle.” 

“The cause of much of the loss 
of life in this accident was un- 
doubtedly due to the flash fire 
after landing caused by the 
breaking open of the integral 
fuel tanks in the left wing. Had 
this plane been equipped with 
the type of fuel tanks used in 
combat aircraft during the war, 
all of those killed in this acci- 
dent might have survived.” 


11 Recommendations 

Pointing out that “this acci- 
dent has proved that engine 
fires and lack of ability to con- 
trol them, are not a remote pos- 
sibility,’ ALPA has submitted 
the following list of recommen- 
dations, strongly stressing the 
fire hazard, to the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board: 

(1) Investigation be conducted 
to: (a) Obtain a more effective fire 
extinguisher with sufficient fire 
fighting material to put out all 
nacelle fires; (b) Design all fire 
walls and nacelle cowlings so they 
are fire proof in accordance with 
CAA definition of fire proofing for 
nacelle structures; and (c) Obtain 
a non-inflammable hydraulic fluid. 

(2) All inflammable fluid tanks 
be kept out of engine nacelles. 
(Note: Lockheed L-479 oil tank is 
now in the nacelle.) 

(3) That all inflammable fluids be 
provided with manual shut-off 
valves that are outside of engine 
nacelles. 

(4) That self-séaling characteris- 
tics and other desirable features of 
gasoline tanks developed for com- 





bat airplanes in the war should be 
incorporated in all air line aircraft. 

(5) That the development of a 
non-volatile fuel as the ideal goal 
should be pressed to the utmost. 

(6) All crew members’ seats 
should be equipped with emergency 
shoulder harnesses for crash land- 
ings. 

(7) An emergency dry cell bat- 
tery be installed in the rear of the 
cabin to light emergency overhead 
lights in the cabin and cockpit. 

(8) An emergency axe and ma- 
chete be available in the cabin. 

(9) An investigation and perfec- 
tion of a design for an emergency 
escape chute on the rear exit door 
be made as soon as possible. 


(10) A full size emergency exit, 
operatable from the inside or out- 
side, be installed as far aft as pos- 
sible on the opposite side from the 
main rear exit door. 

(11) A dump valve should be pro- 
vided to expel all oxygen from the 
pressurized bottles before crash | 
landing to eliminate possible spon- | 
taneous fires after crash landing or | 
intensifying a fire by feeding it| 
oxygen. 





IN THE RECORDS 
OF THE CONGRESS 


Year in and year out the AIR 
LINE PILOT is one of the most 
often quoted publications in the 
Congressional Record, chronicle 
of our nation’s lawmakers. It is 
a rare session of Congress, in- 
deed, when articles or excerpts 
from ALPA’s official publication 
are not entered into the Record 
to become part of our govern- 
ment’s archives. 

The 80th session of Congress, 
just adjourned, was no exception. 
The June editorial of ALPA Pres- 
ident David L. Behncke, “No Bet- 
ter Reasons,” which was an in- 
dictment of CAB investigation of 
the AOA Stephenville, Newfound- 
land, crash. was inserted in the 
Gongressional Record on July 1, 
1947, by Hon. Hugh A. Meade 
(R.. Md.) and appeared on Page 
A3472. 
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More Refinements 
(Continued from Page 5, Col. 5) 








who have not 


offering any extenuating circum- 
stances or requests for leniency. 
In the future, the Bookkeeping De- 


partment will continue to expel 
members when they reach the de- 
linquent level established in the 


| By-Laws. 


At the beginning of the collection 
program, there was an outstanding 


balance due from delinquents of | 


over $100,000.00. Already this has 
been cut to less than $40,000.00, 


and is being reduced further daily. | 


A further refinement of our 
Bookkeeping Department  proce- 
dure will take place with the ad- 


vent of the fourth quarter. Hereto- | 


fore, all of our bookkeeping records 
have been kept on an over-all A 
through Z alphabetical list. Conse- 
quently in a collection program we 
have had to work with this over-all 
breakdown necessitating in many 
instances sending scolding 


members are 100 per cent paid up- 
to-date. The system, as it was set 
up, necessitated these all-inclusive 
sweeps through the entire member- 
ship in order to catch the delin- 
quents. The new set-up will find 
the members’ account cards broken 
down and filed by council and air 
line rather than on an A through 
Z basis. This means our collection 
efforts in the future can be directed 
where they are needed. In other 
words, the paid-up councils will not 


receive the collection letters they | 


received in the past. All of our 
efforts can be concentrated on the 


councils where delinquencies exist. | 


Insures Efficiency 


It is felt that this new method 
will further insure a more efficient 
handling of our incoming dues 
bookkeeping problem, as well as 
assist in forthcoming 
collection drives. 

Special efforts are being made to 
eliminate another bugabood in the 
Bookkeeping Department. This is 
correspondence. With insufficient 


replied to Head- | 
quarters to many letters sent them | 


letters | 
to council chairmen whose council | 


F or AA’s Ardmore 
| Shotgun-- A Blank 


| (Continued from Page 1, Col. 3) 


had passed their CAA check for 
an ATR or a CAA recheck with- 
in a year of the time of their 
dismissal. 

Cross-Country Hearings 

The Adjustment Board hearings, 
which wound up in Memphis on 
August 1, began in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, on July 17, switched to New 
York on July 22, and reached the 
scene of its grand finale in Mem- 
|phis on July 29, after a series of 
| initial company hearings in which 
the company refused thus far to re- 
instate the dismissed pilots with 
the exception of one. 
| The case of J. W. Crumby, of 
| Local Council No. 19, AA-South- 
|}ern; was held in Fort Worth on 
| July 17; those of W. B. Moody, of 
Local Council No. 39, AA-Chicago; 
| R. R. Parrish, of Local Council No. 
22, AA-New York; and _ Robert 
Klinge, of Local Council No. 22, 
| AA-New York; were held in New 
| York on July 22, 23, 24, 25, and 
| 26; and finally those of H. M. 
| Morgan and A. V. Lynch, of Local 
Council No. 35, AA-Memphis; and 
J. F. Bell, of Local Council No. 40, 
AA-Cleveland; coupled with two 
group grievances, one filed by Lo- 
eal Council No. 35, AA-Memphis; 
and the other by Local Council No. 
40, AA-Cleveland; were held in 
Memphis on July 29, 30, and 31, 
j}and August 1. The two group 
grievances, which were basically 
| identical, were combined for hear- 
ing and heard _ simultaneously 
after consolidation. 

The Board of Adjustment con- 
| sisted of G. R. Shoemaker and 
Wavne Allison, both of Local Coun- 
cil No. 62, AA-Tulsa; the pilot mem- 
| bers, and R. W. Knight and T. L. 
Boyd, of American Airlines, repre- 
senting the company. 








MEC Is Present 
The seriousness with which the 
pilots view the gross injustices 


|heaped upon the victims of the 
|Ardmore fiasco was indicated by 
the presence of the American Air- 


jlines Pilots Master Executive 
|Counécil at the final hearings in 
Memphis. 


American Airlines MEC members 
present at these hearings were: J. 
|H. Burns, of Local Council No. 40, 
AA-Cleveland; H. W. Sussott, of 
Local Council No. 62, AA-Tulsa; D. 
S. Shipley, of Local Council No. 
22, AA-New York; L. W. Yager, of 
Local Council No. 35, AA-Memphis; 
| K. P. Sisk, of Local Council No. 50, 
AA-Nashville; S. C. Buchanan, also 
of Local Council No. 50, AA-Nash- 
|ville; F. J. Schwartz, of Local 
Council No, 39, AA-Chicago; and S. 
E. Pangburn, of Local Council No. 
6, AA-Boston. 

Pilot reaction to the Ardmore 
Screening Program has been strong 





FOR SEA-AIR BILL 

A $1,000,000 LOBBY 

In executive session, the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee took a sounding on 
H. R. 939, the so-called Sea-Air 
Bill, shortly before adjournment 
of the First Session of the 80th 
Congress. The result was 15 to 6 
against amendments to the Civil 
Aeronautics Act which would 
permit steamship companies’ en- 
trance into the air transportation 
field, contrary to the present 
separation of land, sea and air 
transportation interests. By a 
bit of chairmanship maneuvering, 
this vote was thrown out and the 
Sea-Air, Chosen Instrument bills 
placed in the unfinished business 
drawer for action next session. 


An indication of the power be- 
hind the interests pushing this 
bill is seen in the monetary back- 
ing it has received. It is esti- 
mated by some reliable Capitol 
Hill sources that the lobbying on 
the Sea-Air Bill has approached 
the million dollar mark this ses- 
sion . . . or approximately $166,- 
666.66 for lobbying for each of 
the six votes. 











and militant ever since its incep- 
tion. 

One of them described it: “The 
most vicious shotgun method of 
pilot elimination that has been re- 
sorted to in the history of the air 
line piloting profession.” 

Another commented: “Never be- 
fore in the history of American 
Airlines has a pilot’s job been abso- 
lutely dependent on a two or three 
day check without any flight train- 
ing. It is pilot harassment in its 
worst form,” 


Company Arguments Weak 
Despite vehement and persistent 
company attempts to justify the 
program, which have been weak, 
and to justify the dismissal of the 
eight pilots involved, which have 
been weaker, the reasons for the 
program in the first place and the 
dismissal of the pilots in the sec- 
ond place still remain obscure. 
None of the pilots fall within the 
probationary provisions of the AA 
contract, while at the same time it 
has been officially admitted by W. 
W. Braznell, director of Flight op- 
erations for AA, on the stand and 
in the record, that none of the 
men had been released for any- 
thing they had done on the air 


line. 

The AA Ardmore Grievance 
cases, which because of the far- 
reaching implications they con- 


tain have developed into the largest 
and most important grievance and 
adjustment board hearings ever 
participated in by ALPA. 








| personnel in the past, letters went 
|} unanswered for too long a period. 
| This situation has been practically 
| eliminated. 
| The new dues method based on a 
| percentage of earnings has been 
well received in the field, although 
there have been a few customary 
|gripes directed at Headquarters, 
|many of the pilots still do not 
| realize that it was placed into ef- 
| fect by Convention mandate, as a 











a. 


YOUNGEST AND OLDEST Unite 


nor too old—these air travelers of 1947. Looking as though they had just come from their cradle and 
favorite rocking chair, eight-month-old “Kit” Croft and 86-year-old Rachel Henry represented both ends of 
the age ladder on the passenger list of National Airlines inaugural four-hour nonstop flight from Miami 
to Newark. Captain Ed Taaffe, of Local Council No. 73, National-Miami; the pilot of the plane, holds the 
baby who made the trip with his mother, Mrs. Ruth Croft. Yes, traveling by 
venturesome, and nobody keeps their feet on terra firma very long these days. 





’ . 2% 
—Acme Photo 


the lyrics of that popular song, “They’re Either 
oung or Too Old,” they’re neither too young 


air is no longer for the ad- 


result of a spirited last-minute dra- 
matic effort on the part of a copilot 
representative on the floor of the 
Convention. Yet our critics try to 
say copilots are denied representa- 
tion in ALPA—Tish! Tish! 

TWA strike benefits have all 
gone forward to the TWA pilots, a 
goodly portion of the money cover- 
ing these checks had to come from 
the central treasury in that 100 per 
cent payment of the strike assess- 
ment has not yet been forthcoming 
from the members. Many chair- 
men apparently have not yet in- 
formed their members that the as- 
sessment should have been paid as 
billed and not on a pro rata basis 
determined by the nineteen-day 
period of the strike. 

Nears Current Status 

The response to the E & O as- 
sessment has been extremely en- 
couraging and only a compara- 
tively few members have failed tc 
respond on this item. 

The Bookkeeping Department is 
now well on its way towards 
achieving a 100 per cent current 
status. 

Contributing to the general over 
all delay in accomplishing this end 
has _ been _the uncertain, rapidly 
changing industry picture. Pilot: 
have been shifted from base tc 
base, faster than our records could 
be changed and consequently due: 
billings went to improper ad- 
dresses, thus further delaying thei: 
receipt. A general overhauling o 
our membership addresses, now in 
progress, will further aid in bring- 
Ing up to date our bookkeepins 
procedure, In line with our new 
set-up to keep all Headquarters 
bookkeeping records on an air line 
and council basis rather than on 
an over-all A through Z alpha- 
betical basis, comes the realization 
that a large portion of the dues 
collection program rests on the lo- 
cal councils. Local council officials 
can easily take care of what might 
be a difficult collection problem for 
Headquarters. It has been noted 
that many chairmen have ap- 
pointed Dues Collection. Commit- 
tees to assist Headquarters in col- 
lecting delinquent amounts out- 
standing, and also to acquaint the 
council members more fully with 
the need of. paying current dues 
promptly. This is a step in the 
right direction and such commit- 
tees should be activated by all 
councils on a permanent basis to 











} assist ‘Headquarters. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








From Washington Slipstream 


After a month and a half as 
your Washington representative 
and in lobbying for air safety, I 
feel that my job is perhaps the 
easiest of that of any of the 800 
or so registered lobbyists that 
pound the halls of the Nation’s 
Capitol. I can find no one who is 
against air safety. 

Independent Air Safety Board 

Of main concern to pilots in 
whose hands rests the respon- 
sibility of the success of our do- 
nestic and international air 
ransportation system is the in- 
ependent Air Safety Board. 

The major crusade of the 
'ashington, as well as the Chi- 
go ALPA office, is the re-es- 
blishment of the independent 
ir Safety Board. 

The ending of the first session 











LARRY CATES 


Vashin gton 
Representative 


Larry Cates, ALPA’s new Wash- 
ngton representative, brings a rare 
ombination of aviation and legisla- 
ive background to the Capitol Hill 
nost of the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion which he recently took over. 

An AAF World War II pilot with 
4,000 plus logged hours and a com- 
nercial instructor's rating, Mr. Cates 
1eld various governmental and air 
ine posts prior to coming to work 
or ALPA including that of Librarian 
of the House of Representatives, as- 
sistant to the vice-president in 
harge of foreign projects on TWA. 
enior staff assistant to the chairman 
f the board on the same air line. 
nd most recently on the staff of 
lational Democratic Headquarters. 

One of the highlights of his Wash- 
ngton career was the considerable 
sortion of time he spent working 
with the Select Committee to Investi- 
yate Air Accidents prior to the war. 

Mr. Cates’ column, Washington 
slipstream, the first of which ap- 
pears in this issue, will henceforth 
be a regular monthly feature of the 
AIR LINE PILOT. 





of the 80th Congress, just com- 
pleted, saw aviation leaders in 
the House and Senate leave be- 
hind unfinished this all impor- 
tant aviation legislation: in the 
Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee S. 269, by 
Senator McCarran (Nev.) and 
in the House sister committee, 
H. R. 1540, by Hon. Hinshaw 
(Calif.) and H. R. 3944, by Hon. 
King (Calif.). These measures 
remain unreported to the floors 
of the respective Houses of 
Congress. 

In spite of an all-out vigorous 
campaign by the Air Line Pilots 
Association, this legislation was 
sidestepped in the prevailing 
confusion during this last ses- 
sion and left on the unfinished 
business list in these committees. 

Regardless of this dangling 
situation, there is still a great 
deal of encouragement to be had 
in the fact that reactivation of 
the independent Air Safety 
Board is gaining supporters in 
both Houses of the Congress. In 
almost every issue of the Con- 


port concerning aviation, there 
is continuously increasing men- 
tion of the re-establishment of 
the independent Air Safety 
Board. 

Congress can rest assured 


gressional Record and in any re- | 


ory. There are five of these bills 
in the House and two in the 
Senate. 

These bills, advocating 
monopoly in the face of tradi- 
tional American standards of 
regulated competition, are the 
aftermath of ten years of high 
pressure, big stake, back-door 
tactics by one of the best or- 
ganized wrecking crews in the 
history of Washington lobbying, 
with the exception of the ever 
present railway group extending 
into every county in the country. 

Well directed, adroit maneu- 
vering and a keen sense of eval- 
uation of the majority opinion 
of Congress brought about the 
reprieve of the American Flag 
Line proposition for another try 
in the next session of the House 
and Senate. By pulling political 
strings, the backers of Chosen 
Instrument Policy avoided a 
vote on the measure and placed 
this proposed public swindle on 
the unfinished business list, 
where it will remain until they 
| have sniffed the wind and found 
| all elements to their liking for 
| another try. 
| <A decade of boring, pounding, 
preaching, pushing at every 
| opportunity has succeeded only 
|in advancing the “Chosen Few” 








that this will be one of the first | policy to this meager point but 
items that will be presented to| not at a meager cost to the 
them on returning to Washing-| American public. Had the money 
ton in January, and will, no| that has been dumped down this 
doubt, be in a receptive mood/ rat hole been invested in air 


after listening to their constitu- 
ents, the public back home, 
where feeling is running high 
over the national disgrace of our 
air safety record. 
Safety Experts 
Even though personal plane 
manufacturers are going to great 
expense to provide personal 
planes for the members of Con- 


a 


use in learning to fly, very few 
members of our national legisla- 
ture take advantage of this op- 
portunity to learn the basic 
fundamentals of flying. Most of 
them would rather, in fact, jump 
in at the top and become experts 
on big transport operation and 
traffic—an old American custom 
of trying to walk before learn- 
ing to crawl. 
The Chosen Instrument 

As Congress in general folded 
its main tent this season (ses- 
sion) and eased back into the 
collective home bailiwicks, leav- 
ing in Washington only the 
“Hughes - Brewster side show,” 
there remains on the House and 
Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committees’ slates, 
seven bills advocating the over- 
throw of the American way of 
competitive development of our 
international air operations; the 
so-called Chosen Instrument the- 








gress and their secretaries to} 


safety over this period, there 
| today who left this world via an 
|inferno of fire against some 
bleak mountain side or on dark 
approach to an airport. 

“T” Category Temperature 

From coast to coast our an- 
nual summer heat waves are 
breaking records and making the 
runways shorter and shorter as 
well as adding pounds and 
pounds to the gross loads, while 
the new regulation providing for 
temperature effect in the “T”’ 
Category fails to make its ap- 
pearance in spite of President 
Truman’s ‘‘command” that the 
findings of the Presidential 
Board of Inquiry on Air Safety 
shall be “put into effect as soon 
as possible.” 

At this rate the CAA-CAB is 
going to look pretty silly com- 
ing out with a new regulation 
based on the effect of heat on 
takeoffs and climbs with the run- 
ways and ground covered with 
snow and ice and with the 
Christmas lights in the small 
communities making the airways 
look like a continuous string of 
big broad runways from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific. 

Who is responsible for this de- 
| lay that is endangering hundreds 

of lives this summer? 








PATTERN OF DANGER 





—Acme Photo 


An Air France Constellation rests in the calm, snowy-white, 
billowy. pattern of potential disaster, with the white foam 


of fire fighting chemicals vividly outlining the area of potential fire from high-test gasoline spewed from 
ruptured integral fuel tanks in a crash landing. This near disaster that didn’t happen is a vivid illustration of 
what can happen to integral fuel tanks, after the most minor of crashes or accidents. One of ALPA’s 


most persistent recommendations—which 


had been made repeatedly 


to Congress, the Civil Aeronautics 


Board, and aircraft manufacturers—is the replacement of all integral fuel tanks with cell type tanks as the 
first step toward whipping of the fire hazard with its needless loss of life and equipment. Integral wing 
tanks are apparently the offspring of the big plane mania, being standard equipment in the Douglas DC-4, 
the Douglas DC-6, the Lockheed Coastellation, and Convair 240. Notable exception to the proponents of 
“built in disaster” is Boeing which has shied away from the integral fuel tanks in both its Stratoliner and 
Stratocruiser, a step which will pay vast dividends in air line safety in the long run. 























THE NON-POLITICAL PACHYDERM 


Although there are no “Handle With Care” or “Fragile” tags 
in evidence, this piece of cargo seems to be getting plenty of at- 
tention. And why not? It’s undoubtedly the first time in history 
that an elephant took an airplane ride, so it’s a momentous occa- 
sion for the pachyderm kingdom as well as the air lines. 

Who are we to say, but with rumors flying fast and furious 
and everyone trying to get into the act, it’s anybody’s guess as to 
whose name will grace those 1948 ballots . . . and could it be that 
the GOP is caught in the act of smuggling in a new candidate, or, 
maybe the Taft-Hartley Bill has stunted its growth. 
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| would be a lot of people alive | | ee 


But Robert Bean (center with hand on elephant’s back), who 
is director of Chicago’s famed Brookfield zoo, says it isn’t so, and 
as a matter of fact he isn’t at all sure of “Baby’s” political affili- 
ations or if she even has any. 

“Baby’s” full name is “Baby Brookfield” and she is slated to 
join other members of her clan who roam the suburban zoological 
gardens. In the above photo, “Baby” is shown just prior to alight- 
ing from the plane at Chicago Municipal Airport. The young man 
who is holding the chain attached to “Baby’s” foot is John Royola, 
who brought the small elephant from Siam. 

It’s truly a remarkable innovation in air transportation when 
the inhabitants of Siam’s steaming jungles can be transplanted in 
few hours to Chicago’s man-made jungles where, incidentally, the 
climate hasn’t been much different lately unless it’s been a little 
bit hotter . . . and we wouldn’t take any bets on that either way. 

* * * 


THIS WAY OUT 
Sign at Oak Ridge, Tenn.: “If you must smoke, do so. Then 
leave by the exit that will suddenly appear in the roof.” 


*% * * 


PURE CORN 

Marriage: Advice to maidens: Don’t marry a man to reform 
him. The rites never right him and the altar won’t alter him. A 
playboy is a man consisting of top hat, white lies and tales. It’s 
all right to tell a girl she has pretty ankles, but don’t compliment 
her too highly. 

A girl doesn’t have to worry very much about her family tree 
if she has the right kind of limbs. 


* ¢ @ 
THREE STRIKES AND OUT 


The sports editor of the Toonerville Tribune is still wonder- 
ing why he got fired for his story of the Sunday school girls’ base- 
ball game which said: “Everything was going fine for the local 
girls until the fifth inning when the bags got loaded.” 

* * * 


NOTHING IS NEW 
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Just in case you’re wondering about the above caption, here’s 
what it says: R. Dewitt Miller, recognized investigator of psychic 
and natural phenomena and author of “Forgotten Mysteries,” re- 
vealed that at least 100 cases in which “flying saucers” were 
sighted have been reported during last 150 years. On March 
22, 1870, a flat light colored disc was observed by the ship “Lady 
of the Lake” in mid-Atlantic. Disc appeared large and intelli- 
gently controlled. Report of sight made in journal of Royal 
Meteorological Society and sketch included. Sketch is similar to 
sketches made by observers of flying saucers. 
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They Carry 


Bek ees SS 








the Ball for Safety on Capitol Hill) 





Three veteran and capable air line pilots are carrying the air safety ball for ALPA in the nation’s capitol | 
as the President's Special Board of Inquiry into Air Safety brings air line safety into the limelight. Their | 
untiring efforts have already resulted in the temporary adoption of several of ALPA’s basic recommendations. | 
Pictured above, they are (left to right): H. B. Cox, ALPA’s official member on the President's Board, and | 
the men who have been serving in an advisory capacity to him: J. E. Wood, ALPA’s first vice-president. of Local | 
Council No. 51, EAL-New York; and R. N. Buck, long active in ALPA safety promotion activities, of Local | 


Council No. 2, TWA-New York. 








Recommendations 


Broad in Scope 
(Continued from Page 1, Col. 5) 


the special board are those of | 
the air line pilot voiced by the 
men who have been carrying the 
ball for them on Capitol Hill— 
H. B. Cox, of Local Council No. 
31, AA-Burbank; ALPA’s official 
member of the five-man board; 
J. E. Wood, ALPA’s first vice- 
president, of Local Council No. 
51, EAL-New York; and R. N. 
Buck, well known for his thun- 
derstorm research for the Army 
and the air lines, of Local Coun- 
cil No. 2, TWA-New York. 

The recommendations of 
ALPA, some of which have al- 
ready been temporarily placed 
into effect, have comprised an 
impartial list indicative of the 
multi-faceted nature of air safe- 
ty inclusive of Civil Air Regula- 
tions, Air Traffic Control, air- 
craft engineering and structure, 
airport design, and navigational 
equipment and facilities. 

Although the list submitted by 
ALPA has been comprehensive 
and lengthy, the basic recom- 
mendations of the air line pilots 
have been: 

® Revision of the Transport 
Category, or so-cailed ‘“T-Cate- 
gory,” to eliminate misinterpre- 
tation through more stringent 
temperature accountability and 
the limiting of the use of wind 
and other variable factors for in- 
creasing gross weight in relation 
to runway length. 

@ That a study be made of 
low approach procedures of four- 
engine aircraft, and that all 
minimum instrument altitudes 
above 4,000 feet be raised 1,000 
feet. 

@® That a check be made into 
structural considerations that 
permitted an increase in the 
gross weight of DC-4’s from 
65,000 pounds to 73,000 pounds. 

® Inauguration of a concen- 
trated program aimed at the 





presently installed ILS (Instru- 
ment Landing Systems); (2) In- 
Stailation of ILS at all air line 
airports not covered in 1. with 
the installation of at least ap- 
proach and runway lights; and 
(3) Use of Fido and surveillance 
radar on an experimental basis 
and installation of GCA (Ground 
Control Approach) at nearby 
military fields. The air line pilots 
are not in favor of GCA as pri- 
mary aid. 
Pilot Comment 

“We consider the installation 


of adequate approach and run- 
way lighting the main item| 
which will make the greatest | 
contribution to safety of all the| 
aids presently available,’’ Cap-| 
tain Cox maintained. | 

“Approach and runway light- | 


ing,” he declared, “are necessary | 


for normal four-course range ap- 
proaches and are also part of the | 
ILS system when it is installed | 
and will not require additional | 
funds at that time.” | 


Testifying before the Board, | 
Captain Buck strongly stressed | 


|many more will have been made | 


the need for adequate safety 
margins all along the line. 
“The air line pilot,” he stated, 
“needs adequate margins to help 
when all of the variables that 
can cause trouble begin to heap 


|}one upon the other during a 


takeoff that is supposed to be} 
routine, but instead turned into | 
a desperate experience. Air line | 
pilots do not fly in perfect air- 
planes on nice, sunny days. They | 
fly in all conditions . . . with| 
good planes, with old planes, 
with badly loaded planes. We 
cannot cut margins close; we| 
must have something to fall | 
back on when things get tough. | 
Only a flying man appreciates | 
these things.”’ 


Stall Speed Hit | 
| 


Dangers of high stall speed, 
short runways, and a naive de- | 
pendence on brakes to do the job | 
were outlined by Capt. Wood in | 
a letter to the Board in which he | 
stated: 


“To bring the plane in at a| 
high rate of speed with the idea | 
of getting the wheels on the| 
ground, and then depending on | 
excessive use of brakes to dis- | 
sipate such high speed is the 
wrong way to go about it. An 
airplane that uses 70, per cent 
of a given landing area is, in 
the language of the pilots, “land- 
ing rather hot.” 





The air safety picture is look- 
ing up and many constructive 
recommendations have _ been 
made. There is no doubt that 





before the Board, which has an- | 


nounced its plans to continue | 
throughout the summer without | 
a recess, is dissolved. Whether 
they will be followed up is a 
matter that only time will tell. | 











AND NOW THEY CRY 


Some years ago the Air Line 
Pilots Association made numerous 
recommendations to aircraft manu- 
facturers on design requirements 
for transport aircraft and . were 
blandly ignored ... but now the 
crows have come home to roost 


and one after another aircraft 
manufacturers are asking the other 
one to move over and make room 


at the wailing wall as it looks like 
the deadline for transport category 
requirements of the DC-3 and 
other old type aircraft might be ex- 
tended to 1951 although it was 


originally scheduled to expire in | 


1947. 


Aircraft manufacturers, as a 





whole, now complain: 

1. That the difference in de- 
sign requirements between the 
old regulations and the new 
transport category regulations 
are appreciable to the extent 
that many hundreds of pounds 
of additional payload are made 
available to the older type air- 
planes. 

2. That the aircraft manufac- 
turing industry is being stymied 
by a lack of market for replace- 
ment designs because the older 
type airplanes are being made 
available for indefinite opera- 
tions in large numbers and at 
prices that are no more than 
residual value after many years 
of service. 

What should have dawned on 
the aircraft industry years ago 
is summed up in the comment 
of one engineer quoted in Amer- 
ican Aviation Daily for August 
4, 1947: 

“Safety cannot be regulated 
into an airplane design. It must 
be developed into it.” 

Yes, the crows are coming home 
to roost and because they were 
invited the aircraft industry has 
little room to complain about the 
company. If they had followed 
the recommendations of the air 
line pilots, there wouldn’t be nearly 
so many crows. 














BANGKOK 


elimination of fire hazard pri-|, <i 


marily through the discontinu- 
ance of integral fuel tanks and 
more workable fire warning sys- 
tems. 


@® Runway lengths of suffi- d 


cient proportion to provide an 
adequate margin of safety in re- 
lation to takeoff and landing 
speeds plus reaction time factor 
and a simultaneous reduction of 
the stall speed from 85 to 80 
miles an hour because of the in- 
terrelation of the stall speed and 
runway factors. 

@ Installation of better navi- 
gational facilities through: (1) 
approach and runway lights and 
locator stations to complete all 





Are you wearing a new ALPA 
emblem? The new pin, which is 
superior to the old in every way, 
is available at Headquarters for 
$1.20 each. It has a bronze 
base and is gold plated with the 

ALPA, cut clear and dis- 
“EMBLEMIZE” now. 





tinct. 
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GLOBE GIRDLERS 
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A new era in American and world aviation—a regularly scheduled around-the-world commer- 
cial air service—was ushered in by PAA with their epochal first around-the-world passenge1 


flight that circumnavigated the globe in a total elapsed time of 13 days, three hours, and ten minutes from take-off to landing at 
La Guardia field, point of origin and termination of the flight. The statistical log of the flight showed that the Clipper America, a 
new type Constellation, was in the air a total of 101 hours and 32 minutes. Block-to-block time, including taxiing, totaled 106 hours 
and 33 minutes, while point-to-point distance covered was 22,219 statute miles, although actual distance flown, including circling 
and turnback was 25,003 statute miles. Passengers aboard the plane on its around-the-world circuit were 20 editors and publishers 
of America’s leading newspapers. Shown at the Chicago Municipal Airport, with the route of their history-making flight superim- 
posed on the photo, are members of the crew as they paused on the last leg of their flight to honor the midwestern metropolis as 


the world’s aviation center. 


They are (l. to r.) Third Officer J. Dailey; Radio Operator H. Simpson; First Engineer D. Fowler; 


Second Engineer E. J. Heas; Navigator 8. B. Robinson; Purser R. Turnstall; Stewardess Alice Lemieux; Captain Hugh Gordon; 
and Captain Dick Campbell, who served as first officer on the transcontinental leg of the flight. At the extreme right is ALPA 
President Behncke, who was on hand at the invitation of Chief Pilot Dick Campbell to welcome PAA’s first around-the-world com- 
“This crew represents the tops in skill, training, cockpit coordination and accomplishment in in- 
ternational flying. They were visibly tired. The next hop—Chicago to New York—was the last and they were glad.” PAA’s regular 
globe-shrinking schedule began on June 27, followed subsequently by weekly flights from New York to Calcutta, India, where connec- 
tions are made with Clippers from the West Coast. Now the flight belongs to history. 


merical flyers of whom he said: 
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